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Battle lines drawn 

The East London borough of Barking and 
Dagenham is clearly the front line of next year’s 
election effort. There is a real danger that the 
BNP could win overall control of the council 
and party leader Nick Griffin even has an 
outside chance of winning the parliamentary 
seat in Barking. While the HOPE not hate 
campaign is already preparing for a major battle 
to keep the BNP out, let us also not forget why 
we are here. A combination of economic 
decline, rapid and significant demographic 
change, political, social and economic neglect 
and a scarcity of public resources, which leads 
to communities pitting themselves against each 
other, is a toxic mix. 

Next May the battleground will be Barking 
and Dagenham but if the BNP wins and we 
also fail to deal with the underlying issues 
that have given rise to the fascists, then we 
will be looking at many more threats the 
following year. 

The fight for Barking and Dagenham is one 


we cannot afford to lose. 


Protecting the vulnerable 


This month we continue our excellent series of 
articles on Northern Ireland, this time focusing 
on the efforts of the trade union movement to 
defend and organise migrant communities. 
As Matthew Collins explains, recession has 
brought racism and those who are suffering are 
the least equipped to defend themselves. 
Against the backdrop of rising violence and 
political scapegoating the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions is fighting an uphill battle to 
defend and promote the rights of everyone. 
It is a reminder that once again racial politics 
is increasingly filling the political void in 
Northern Ireland. 


Happy holidays 

It has been a long year for everyone at 
Searchlight and the HOPE not hate 
campaign. We have fought our biggest ever 
political campaign, with over 3.4 million 
newspapers and leaflets delivered door-to- 
door across the country. It has been a year- 
round campaign that has involved thousands 
of people across the country. 

As we enter the holiday period we would like 
to take this opportunity to say thank you to 
everyone who has supported our campaign. 
We hope you have a good break and we look 
forward to seeing you refreshed and ready for 
the new challenges ahead. ~<a] 


Griffin ditches 
North West 

to launch 
parliamentary | 
campaign 


Sonia Gable examines the BNP leader’s 
attempt to gain greater political power 


ick Griffin has lost interest 
in being a Member of the 
European Parliament and has 
abandoned the people of 
North West England who voted for him. 

Speaking a few days after the British 
National Party leader announced he 
would be standing in Barking in the 
general election, Simon Darby, the BNP 
deputy leader, said: “Nick believes he 
should be an MP in Westminster and 
not in the European Parliament”. 

Darby was only confirming what was 
already clear: that Griffin has little 
concern for his North West of England 
constituency. While the people of 
Cumbria were suffering the heaviest 
rainfall ever recorded in England and 
even Griffin’s own publicly funded staff 
were worried that the roof of their new 
constituency office might blow off, 
Griffin went on a walkabout in his east 
London target seat, followed by a trip 
to Spain. 

His actions have exposed him as the 
same type of power-hungry politician 
that he always accuses MPs from the 
three main parties of being. 

Griffin claimed he had chosen 
Barking because it was the party’s best 
chance of winning a parliamentary 
seat. Yet only a few days before 
he announced his candidacy, at the 
party’s annual conference in Wigan, 


Greater Manchester, on 15 November, 
he had appealed for donations to 
launch the party’s “run-up campaign 
to the general election” with the 
promise: “In this next General Election 
I will be standing in Thurrock where 
the split vote between the old parties 
means we could win a Parliamentary 
seat with just 27% of the vote”. 

Griffin had launched his campaign 
on a lie, as Searchlight quickly pointed 
out. Perhaps he thought donors were 
more likely to fund a campaign where 
the party’s target was 27% — and would 
overlook the improbability that such a 
low percentage could win them the seat 
— than an attempt to oust a government 
minister in a safe Labour seat. 

Excuses followed in an attempt 
to cover up the blunder. Both Griffin 
and Darby claimed Griffin had been 
lured to Barking at the request of the 
party’s local councillors and members. 
Griffin also linked his decision with the 
party’s attempt to take over Barking and 
Dagenham in the May 2010 council 
election, which is likely to coincide with 
the general election, claiming his 
parliamentary campaign would enhance 
the council campaign. 

And the party quickly issued a 
second fundraising letter from 
which all references to Thurrock had 
been expunged. 


The 


BNP has 12 councillors in 
Barking and Dagenham, the largest 
BNP council group in the country. 
They have largely been ineffective 
against the huge Labour majority and 
many of them rarely attend meetings. 
According to Griffin, the council 


campaign will be spearheaded by 
Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s London 
Assembly member, who is currently 
appealing against his suspension from 
Barking and Dagenham council for 
bringing his office into disrepute by 
inventing a series of murders in the 
borough. Robert Bailey, the BNP’s leader 
on Barking and Dagenham council and 
the party's London organiser, appears to 
have been sidelined. 

Barnbrook’s wider ambitions have 
also been swept aside. At the end of 
September he rented a huge billboard 
by the side of the A406 in Barking, at 
great expense, to announce that it was 
“Barnbrook for Barking”. On his blog 
he proclaimed: “I, Richard Barnbrook 
am going to be Barking’s next MP! 
I’m the candidate for the British 
National Party ...”. Lying that he had 
lived in the constituency for six years, he 
pleaded: “Back me, Richard Barnbrook, 
Barking’s next MP”. 

Announcing his takeover of the 
Barking candidacy, Griffin paid tribute 
to Barnbrook. Acknowledging that 


Barnbrook had been the BNP’s 
prospective candidate — in an attempt to 
quash a widespread rumour that 
Barnbrook had claimed the role 
unilaterally — Griffin said: “You have 
made a most noble gesture Richard, 
and on behalf of the membership of our 
Party I would like to thank you”. 

Barnbrook has not gone away without 
a consolation prize: he will be leader of 
Barking and Dagenham council if the 
BNP takes control of the borough. 
The fact that it would be up to the 
BNP councillors to choose the leader 
is presumably no barrier. If the new 
councillors are anything like the present 
lot, they will play little part in any 
council business. 

Bailey too will not go away empty- 
handed. Griffin said that Barnbrook 
would give up his post as a London 
Assembly member if the party seized 
control of the borough. It would pass to 
Bailey, who was second on the BNP’s 
list of candidates in the 2008 election. 

Before turning up in Barking on 19 
November, Griffin had spent the morning 
in Grays, Essex, where he announced that 
he was handing the candidacy for 
Thurrock to Emma Colgate, the BNP’s 
local councillor. Colgate holds the balance 
of power on Thurrock council, which 
is split between Labour and_ the 
Conservatives, and used it to keep what 
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another councillor described as a 
“dysfunctional Tory group” in power. 

Colgate has been the BNP’s national 
administration officer since June. Before 
that she was Barnbrook’s researcher, 
employed at London taxpayers’ expense. 
She remains on the public payroll, 
however, as she is one of several BNP 
senior officers on the EU gravy train as 
staff for the two MEPs. 

Despite Griffin’s optimism about the 
party’s prospects in Thurrock, she faces 
a difficult job. In the 2005 general 
election, the BNP candidate, Nick Geri, 
came fourth with 5.8% of the vote. 
Colgate herself stood in Basildon in 
2005, where she came fourth with 4.8%. 

Barking too will be a hard nut for the 
BNP to crack, which is why Griffin has 
said the party will spend the maximum 
legally allowed — several times more than 
it has ever spent in a single constituency. 

Griffin will not have helped his 
campaign with his disparaging remarks 
about London after his disastrous 
performance on the BBC’s Question 
Time on 22 October, when he claimed 
the programme should not have been 
filmed in London because the city was 
“no longer British”. 

Nor will his abandonment of his 
MEP’s role endear him to voters, who 
will think Griffin will only stick around 
until something better comes along. 


Griffin's Spanish jaunt on 21 November 
was also hardly how an aspiring MP 
should behave. Griffin was in Madrid as a 
special guest speaker at a rally of the far- 
right National Democracy party held to 
commemorate the death on 20 November 
1975 of the Spanish fascist dictator 
General Franco. Also there was Griffin's 
old friend and political mentor Roberto 
Fiore, the convicted former leader of the 
terrorist Armed Revolutionary Nuclei, the 
Italian group involved in the 1980 
Bologna bombing. 

The event resulted in 28 arrests of 
members of a rival far-right group, the 
Patriotic Socialist Movement, after they 
attacked doormen who were trying to 
stop them entering the hotel where the 
rally was taking place. 

Not only did Griffin attend the fascist 
rally, “he may also have made a private 
visit to Franco's tomb on his trip to 
Spain,” according to a BNP spokesman 
though Griffin later denied it. 

Griffin has not, however, totally 
ignored the flooding in Cumbria. 
Between his trips to Barking and 
Madrid he asked Martin Wingfield, 
his constituency communications and 
campaigns officer, for a briefing. 
Griffin wants to help, said Wingfield, 
who would be offered Griffin's seat as an 
MEP were Griffin to get elected in 
Barking. Griffin would consider offering 
his “English Fair Fund to support any 
local projects helping the stricken 
community,” Wingfield added. 

Residents, at least the “indigenous 
ones”, will be relieved. Griffin's so-called 
English Fair Fund is the 10% of his 
MEP’s salary that he promised during 
his European election campaign to 
give for “local community use”. 
That’s around £700 a month starting 
from 14 July, Griffin's first day of work as 
an MEP, plus the income from selling 
Nick Griffin MEP commemorative cards 
printed for the BNP’s Red, White and 
Blue summer festival for £4.50 each. 

That will go a long way. At the same 
time the BNP has poured scorn on the 
government’s announcement of 41 
million in flood aid to Cumbria and 
cynically exploited people’s suffering as 
a means of attacking the government’s 
foreign aid budget. 

Griffins candidacy in Barking and 
the BNP’s previous success in 
Barking and Dagenham have put 
the borough in the front line in 
HOPE not hate’s campaign against 
the BNP in the coming elections. 
The campaign will concentrate on 
getting voters to know exactly who 
Griffin is and persuading them to come 
out and vote against him. ~= 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
has set its sights on winning control of 
Barking and Dagenham council and 
even the Barking parliamentary seat in 
next year’s elections. Last month Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, announced his 
intention to stand in Barking in the 
general election and designated 
Richard Barnbrook to spearhead the 
BNP’s assault on the council. 
While Griffin's campaign will receive 
the bulk of the publicity, at much 
greater risk is the council, where the 
BNP could easily emerge either in 
overall control or as the largest single 
party after next May’s election in which 
all seats are up for grabs. 

Winning control of the council would 
bestow huge political capital on the 
BNP and give it control of a budget of 
hundreds of millions of pounds and a 
chance to carry out some of its racist 
and hugely damaging political aims. 
A BNP victory in Barking and 
Dagenham would propel the far-right 
party into the political mainstream and 
give it a boost before the all-out council 
elections in Stoke-on-Trent in 2011. 

Barking and Dagenham was already 
the frontline for next year’s elections 
even before Griffin announced his 
candidature. The BNP currently has 
12 councillors in the borough and would 
need to raise this to 26 to take full control 
of the council, a not impossible task. 

It was probably only its failure to put 
forward more candidates that prevented 
the fascist party gaining control of the 
council at the last borough election 
in 2006. On that occasion the BNP 
fielded 13 candidates in seven wards. 
All but one were elected, with an 
average vote of 41% (compared to 
Labour’s 33%), making it virtually 
inconceivable that the BNP would not 
have had more councillors elected if it 
had had more candidates. 


In the party list section of last year’s 
London Assembly election, the BNP 
came first in seven of the borough’s 
17 wards and within a whisker of top in 
three other wards. The same vote in a 
council election would give the BNP at 
least 21 seats and place it neck and neck 
in another nine — putting the party 
within striking distance of taking 
overall control of the council. 

In this year’s European election the 
BNP’s 19.5% vote might appear a 
long way off the Labour vote of 
31%. However the UK Independence 
Party took 14.8% and its vote generally 
does not stand up in local elections. 
Bearing in mind that the UKIP and 
BNP often attract a similar section of 
the electorate, the BNP’s support 
becomes much more challenging. 

If this political situation were not bad 
enough, there are additional worrying 
factors. Factional disputes within 
Barking Labour Party have resulted in 
13 sitting Labour councillors being 
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deselected in the Barking wards. 
The internal conflict has been much 
reported in the local press and has made 
at least one seemingly safe ward 
suddenly vulnerable to the BNP as 
sitting Labour councillors threaten to 
stand as independents. 

In a separate move, the Christian 
People’s Alliance is reported to be 
considering standing candidates in 
some areas of the borough. This could 
turn two other safe Labour wards into 
Labour/BNP marginals. 


Game changer 

All this is before the impact of 
Griffin's presence is even calculated. 
His announcement has upped the 
stakes in this battle and made our job 
even harder. In one simple pronounce- 
ment he has upped the profile of the 
BNP and its threat in the borough. 
It ensured media interest way beyond 
what any other local council is going 
to receive ahead of next May’s elections 
and has taken the spotlight off 
the bunch of incompetent, lazy and 
foolish councillors who represent the 
party locally. 

It is also clear that Griffin has 
increased morale among local activists 
and supporters, which is likely to 
help the party fill its current shortfall 
in candidates and will markedly 
increase activism. 

Griffin and the BNP will be hoping 
that his involvement in Barking will 
generate the same media interest 
and frenzy that propelled the party’s 
12 councillors to victory in 2006. 
Back then the daily and incessant media 
coverage — much of it talking up the 
BNP’s chances — became a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. While it is unlikely that the 
media will give so much attention to 
this one election — there is after all a far 
bigger general election taking place at 
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the same time — there will certainly be a 
lot of coverage. This is likely to remind 
BNP voters and those dissatisfied 
with the mainstream parties that the 
BNP is an alternative and so increase 
the turnout among its supporters on 


polling day. 


A close fight 
On the surface it would appear that 
Griffin has a big hurdle to overcome if 
he is seriously to threaten to oust 
Margaret Hodge, the sitting Labour 
MP. In 2005 the BNP polled 17.0% 
in Barking. Although it was the 
highest BNP result ever in a parliamen- 
tary election, it was a long way off 
; Hodge's 47.8%. 

However, events since then have 
moved in the BNP’s favour and Griffin 
will be starting the campaign not too far 
behind — if at all. The 17% was won 
before the BNP really took off in the 
borough and only a year later the party 
polled 41% in a large section of the 
constituency in the local elections. 
Boundary changes have also helped 
Griffin by bringing three strong BNP 
wards into the Barking constituency 
from neighbouring Dagenham. 
Griffin's notoriety will also give him a 
boost, while Hodge will suffer from the 
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national swing against Labour, currently 
measured at 8%. 

Out of the 11 council wards that 
make up constituency, the BNP will be 
considered frontrunners in five, neck 
and neck in one and close to Labour in 
a further two. In only three wards will 
the Labour Party begin the campaign 
comfortably ahead of the BNP, though 
these are areas where we would 
normally expect a higher turnout. 

Taking all these factors together 
Griffin goes into this election not too 
far behind Hodge and there is certainly 
little room for complacency. 


Dagenham 
Jon Cruddas has a slightly easier time 
against the BNP in the new neigh- 
bouring constituency of Dagenham and 
Rainham. The further from the heart of 
the Becontree estate one travels the 
lower the BNP vote. Of the six Barking 
and Dagenham wards in his 
constituency the BNP pose 

a very serious threat in & S 
only two. For Labour, 
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the Dagenham side is a 
necessity if the party is to 

retain control of the council. 
However, Cruddas faces a 
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three-way battle with the Conservatives 
and the BNP in the three large 
Havering wards that come into his 
constituency. 


Anti-BNP campaigning 
While the Labour Party will be fight- 
ing its own battle against the BNP, the 
job of anti-fascists is to highlight and 
expose the true nature of the BNP 
and mobilise the anti-BNP vote. 
Given the size and seriousness of the 
threat, town centre stalls and leafleting 
at stations are fairly pointless. 
} What is required is 
; targeted and intelli- 
Ss - gent campaigning 
among the voters who 
will decide the elec- 
tion’s outcome. ie 
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The council election will be decided 
in four or five key wards. While we will 
try to circulate material as far and wide 
as possible, we also have to be realistic 
about the resources we have at our 
disposal. It is far better to leaflet a target 
ward (one that could swing either way 
in the council election) two, three or 
even four times, than attempt to leaflet 
the entire borough once. Of course 
there will be a place for mass leafleting 
of the borough and for that we will team 
up with the Daily Mirror as part of a 
national day of action at the end of 
March, but in the meantime we will be 
focusing on six to eight key wards. 

And our aim is simple. To find 1,500 
anti-BNP voters in each ward on the 
premise that 1,000 votes should be 
enough to win most of the wards. 
These voters will be identified through 
a massive online Voter ID operation 
that we shall launch in the new year. 

Over the course of a few weeks in 
early 2010 our supporters will be 
encouraged to canvass voters in our key 
areas to identify those who dislike the 
BNP. We will seek to develop a 
relationship with these voters to ensure 
they turn out on polling day. In a tightly 
fought contest whichever side turns out 
more of its supporters will win. 

The beauty of our system is that the 
canvassing can be done from anywhere 
in the country and from the comfort of 
our supporters’ homes. All they need is a 
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> computer with internet access and 
z= a telephone. Once they have 

become an approved canvasser they 

will be given access to an internet 
page showing ten names and numbers 
at a time, a simple script and useful 
notes to help them through a 
conversation. In this way every HOPE 
not hate supporter can make a vital 
contribution to the campaign without 
feeling the need to spend hours travelling 
to and from east London. 

In addition to general canvassing we 
will also target the growing BME 
population. With as many as 20% of the 
borough’s residents being from a 
minority community, increasing the 
turnout of these voters will be crucial 
in ensuring Griffin et a/ do not win. 
The HOPE not hate campaign has 
already begun pushing the anti-BNP 
message through the black African 
churches, which in turn are spreading 
the message to thousands of followers 
across the borough. 

Just as Griffin will be a major 
attraction to BNP voters, so we will be 
using his presence to turn out the anti- 
BNP vote. This proved a successful 
strategy in Keighley, where Griffin 
stood in the 2005 general election 
and received a paltry 9% of the vote. 
The threat of Griffin was almost 
enough to stop him in the North West 
in the recent European election. 
On that occasion we distributed 1.6 
million newspapers and leaflets, more 
than double the number distributed in 
any other region, and Griffin only 
sneaked in by 1,200 votes. 

The campaign will be long, difficult 
and unpredictable. There will be a 
temptation to chase the BNP, to hold 


demos and protests wherever Griffin 
raises his head, but this would be a 
distraction from the job at hand. 
The election is going to be won or lost 
in a few polling districts well away from 
the glare of the media, the shopping 
centres and the main transport hubs. 
Identifying and turning out the anti- 
BNP voters in these localities has to be 
our main priority, not chasing Griffin 
around the streets on the other side of 
the borough. 

There is also a wider political reason 
why we must stay focused. Many of the 
people of Barking and Dagenham, 
especially those on the giant Becontree 
estate, share the same sense of 
victimhood as those who sympathised 
with Griffin after the Question Time 
fiasco or believed the Africans for 
Essex myth despite evidence to the 
contrary. Chasing Griffin around 
and holding constant demos against 
him is more likely to alienate us from 
ordinary voters than a policy of 
engaging with them and addressing 
the issues of concern. 

It is going to take a huge effort to stop 
the BNP from becoming the largest 
party on the council let alone take 
complete control and even win a 
parliamentary seat. It is going to require 
the hard work of local activists, whether 
they be in the political parties or not, 
but it cannot be left to them alone. 
Just as the BNP will be organising on a 
regional basis so must we, and we will be 
calling on all our supporters across 
London to donate time and money to 
help the campaign. 

The stakes have never been higher 
but so too we have never been so 
organised. 


We néed you "to yoluntecxtor: 


Barking and Dagenhain 1 


Got any time to donate? We desperately 
need people to volunteer on a regular 


or long-term basis in Barking and 


Dagenham. From helping to staff our 
Office, to stuffing envelopes and 
inputting data or canvassing, there is a 
job waiting for you. 
If you can spare a few hours a week, or a | 


week or two or perhaps longer, please 
get in touch and become part of our 


exciting team. We will pay travel 


Name 


Email 


Phone 


Address 


| 


Postcode 


Please return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG 


expenses and any other essential costs. 


By Janosz Malterik 
and Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party formally 
joined a new far-right bloc in the 
European Parliament last month but 
the group's composition is some way 
short of what is required to receive 
public funding. 

The Alliance of European National 
Movements brings together three of 
the most hardline racist and fascist 
groups in the European Parliament. 
As well as the BNP’s two MEPs, it 
includes the three MEPs from 
Hungary’s fascist Jobbik party and the 
three French National Front MEPs. 

Other supporting organisations are 
Italy's Fiamma Tricolore, the Belgian 
National Front and the Swedish 
National Democrats, none of which 
have MEPs. 

The Alliance was formed in 
Budapest on 24 October and 
announced at a press conference 
held by Jobbik. The BNP joined on 
12 November. Its political declaration 
was drafted by Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, and signed by representatives 
of the other supporting organisations. 

Zoltan Balczé MEP, Jobbik’s vice- 
president, told the press conference 
that the alliance would “be registered 
as an Official ‘European National Party’ 
in Strasbourg or in Brussels”. The BNP, 
Balczo added, would soon join the 
group, together with Spanish and 
Portuguese parties and the Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO). 

The Budapest agreement includes a 
demand for a Europe of “free, 
independent and equal nations” and 
rejects any attempt to create a 
“centralist European Super State” 
The signatories claim they want to 
protect Europe not only against 
terrorism but also against “religious, 
political, economic or _ financial 
imperialism” and against “the 


destructive effects of globalisation”. 


The date of the conference was 
chosen to mark the anniversary of 
the 1956 Hungarian Uprising, which 
began on 23 October. The date is 
now a national holiday which has 
been used in recent years by right- 
wing nationalists and __ fascist 
extremists to whip up hatred against 
“Jewified’ socialists, liberals and 
liberal intellectuals” 

The Alliance will not receive public 
money anytime soon. The Alliance, 
which has the support of only eight 
MEPs from three countries, falls well 
short of the 25 MEPs from seven 
countries required to form an official 
political group of the European 
Parliament. 

The Alliance has said it intends to 
form a pan-European political party, 
informally known as a europarty. 


BNP joins European lal 


The rules for europarties are more 


relaxed. There is no minimum 
number of MEPs and national MPs 
and regional representatives may 
also count towards the seven country 
minimum. Europarties can benefit 
from funding, but the cut-off date 
to apply for funding for 2010 was 
1 November. If the European 
Parliament does eventually recognise 
the party, it may benefit from funding 
from 2011. 

Griffin told journalists, “We missed 
the deadline this year but still intend 
to form a Europe-wide alliance of like- 
minded parties. We have support from 
six member states, which is still one 
short of the number required, but 
there is nothing to stop us still 
establishing a party. 

“The party can still make an impact 


-fignt grouping 


even if we will not benefit from EU 
funding.’ 
While far-right parties from Austria, 
Spain and Portugal have expressed an 
interest in joining, it is still difficult to 
see how the Alliance will reach the 25 
‘ MEPs that would entitle it to 
significant additional funding and 
increased influence in Parliament. 

Several larger right-wing parties, 
such as the Belgian Viaam Belang, the 
Italian Northern League and the Dutch 
Freedom Party all moved quickly to 
distance themselves from any political 
alliance with the far right. 

Even if more parties could be 
brought into the Alliance there is no 
evidence that the bond will stick. 
In 2007 far-right MEPs formed a group 
under the title Identity, Tradition and 
Sovereignty. However, it soon fell 


S 


Zoltan Balczo, 
Jobbik’s vice- 
president 


apart after the Italian MEP Alessandra 
Mussolini made disparaging remarks 
about the Romanians, which resulted 
in them walking out of the group. 
Even within the Alliance of 
European National Movements there 
is potential for friction. The FPO, led by 
Heinz Christian Strache, officially has 
no contact with Jobbik and its fascist 
allies but Andreas Molzer, one of the 
party’s two MEPs, was invited to the 
Budapest conference. Although he 
failed to attend because of “illness” 
Mélzer stated in an interview with the 
Hungarian extreme-right internet 
newspaper Barikdd.hu that his party’s 
co-operation with Jobbik is 
conceivable because “both share 
similar values’, which probably include 
hostility to Slovak and Romanian 
fascists. ~= 


Havea 
polemical 
lunch 


FANCY A DELICIOUS lunch ina 
famous Soho restaurant? 
In the company of a leading 
politician? Or a controversial 
historian? Or one of the most 
reliable journalists? 

To ask questions, tackle them 
on current issues whilst 
enjoying your goulash. 

For many years, under the 
guidance of the late Aubrey 
Morris, a group of interested 
seekers after truth have met 

each month over lunch at the 

Gay Hussar restaurant in 

Greek Street, London W1, for an 
informal get-together and 
(mainly) political discussion 
with a remarkable array of 
invited guests. In a private 
upstairs room, the Anjou Lunch 

Club last month (November) 
entertained Ed Balls MP, 

Secretary of State for 
Education. This month we were 
due to hear Vince Cable MP, 
and in January our guest is 
John Kampfner, chief executive 
of Index on Censorship and 
former editor of the New 

Statesman. Other speakers are 

booked as far as next June. 


The Anjou Lunch Club meets 
on the first Thursday of every 
month at the Gay Hussar 
Restaurant, 2 Greek Street, Soho 
at 12.15 pm. Lunch is served 
around 12.30 and discussion 
usually continues till about 
3 pm. Absolutely everybody is 
welcome, the bill is split and 
usually comes to about £25 per 
head for a huge Hungarian 
treat. But places are limited, and 
MUST be booked in advance. 


There is also a monthly 
newsletter, The Polemicist, 
edited by Ted Brandon and 
distributed free to the mailing 
list. To join the mailing list, 
or to book the monthly 
lunch, email Ted Brandon, 
mrebrandon@googlemail.com. 


Bernard Marder 


~~ Investigation 


Matthew Collins 
examines how the 
trade unions are 
helping Northern 
lreland’s migrant 
workers deal with the 
recession, racism 

and the province’s 
sectarian divisions 


A shared past of 
industrial unrest 
Photo: Matthew Collins 


NOT AS CATHOLICS OR 


divided pas' 


n the same night that world 
leaders were meeting in Berlin 
to gloat over the 20th 
anniversary of the fall of the 
Berlin wall, sixty Belfast schoolchildren 
gathered at one of Belfast’s more 
infamous walls: a huge concrete “peace 
line” that separates the Catholics from 
the Falls Road from the Protestants on 
the Shankill Road. 
For some, Belfast’s peace walls are still 
a necessity, while for Northern Ireland’s 
tourists, they are a wondrous curiosity 
over which bricks still fly and only the 
hearty pass through on foot. The wall, 
one of eighty barriers erected across 
Belfast in flashpoint areas, runs large 
and grey, covered in graffiti, between 
Northumberland Street and Lanark 
Way. The gates between the two 
communities close at night. 
Eleven years after the Good Friday 


PROTESTANTS NOT, 


Agreement, which bought Northern 
Ireland its uneasy peace, there were the 
usual rumblings in the Northern Irish 
media that the power sharing Stormont 
executive was running into trouble 
again, though none of the difficulties 
seemed to be overly ideological. 
The 22nd report of the Independent 
Monitoring Commission, published in 
November, revealed that all paramilitary 
groups, with the notable exception of 
the Provisional IRA, remain involved in 
widespread and sporadic criminal, 
sectarian and paramilitary behaviour. 
The Republican INLA announced it 
was renouncing violence shortly before 
the report was published and could be 
moving towards decommissioning, 
while dissident Republican groups were 
noted as having increased activities and 
membership. 

Little of this can be allowed to make a 


AS NATIONALISTS OR 


UNIONISTS BUT 


t, atangled future 


AS BELFAST WO 


difference to the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions (ICTU), the all-Ireland 
umbrella of British, Irish and Northern 
Irish trade unions. In its modest 
headquarters in central Belfast, a 
succession of workmen walk in and out 
of the migrant workers unit office, 
switching the water supply on and off 
and leaving thick, muddy footprints. 
Belfast’s infamous winter gales follow 
them up a succession of narrow 
alleyways, carrying a mixture of thick 
Belfast and corrupted migrant accents, 
so that I’m greeted by a Polish workman 
in Donegal Street asking “How’s about 
yuh?” as I struggle by with a box of 
Searchlights and anti-BNP trade union 
organisers’ packs under my arms. 

As a child in London, I often heard 
thick Belfast, Dublin and Cork accents 
as Irish migrants dug and paved their 
ways across Britain. The traditional 


RKERS STAIIDING TOGETHER 


Irish immigrant in Britain is a thing 
of the past and Ireland is itself, north 
and south, experiencing mass im- 
migration, resettlement and retirement. 
The Republic of Ireland is facing the 
bust following the enormous Celtic 
boom that marked Ireland’s early EU 
membership, with its near terrifying 
price rises. The Irish government and 
trade unions have been circling each 
other in preparation for a bloody head 
to head over job cuts as the country 
slides into crippling recession. The Irish 
Daily Mail recently fired the first salvo 
with a vicious attack on the Irish trade 
union movement on a front page of 
which its British namesake would have 
been proud, while the government has 
launched a programme with an initial 
budget of €650,000 (£585,000) to 
return non-EU migrants to their 
country of origin. 

Recession has brought racism to both 
sides of the border. Unison’s Patricia 
McKeown, former All Ireland President 
of ICTU, recalls receiving both “British 
Jobs for British workers” and “Irish Jobs 
for Irish workers” material on both sides 
of the border not long after Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown infamously 
uttered the former. 

In Northern Ireland, the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP) MP and MLA 
Sammy Wilson gave these slogans a 
heartening post Good Friday 
Agreement slant by calling for “local 
jobs for local workers” irrespective of 
whether the workers in question 
considered themselves Irish or British. 

Kevin Doherty, migrant worker 
project manager for ICTU, queries 
whether Wilson thinks that migrant 
workers do not actually live in the 
province, but does acknowledge a 
marked growth of identity politics. 
During November, some people in 
Belfast noted a “poppy fascism” — the 
growing (though not exclusive) view 
that by wearing a poppy you are one 
religion and that by not wearing 
one you are another. To me, the descen- 
dant of Irish immigrants who fought 
Nazism in Irish regiments of the British 
Army, it seems a curious sectarian 
assumption on both sides. For the 
approximately 80,000 migrant workers 


from the A8 countries (the east 
European states that acceded to the 
EU in May 2004) who share so much 
of Europe’s bloody history, this is 
another minefield. 

Doherty and Kasia Garbal, ICTU’s 
migrant support worker, are preparing 
to launch a joint initiative with Belfast 
city council called “A shared workplace, 
A shared future”, aimed at unionising, 
highlighting and protecting Northern 
Ireland’s migrant workers. It calls upon 
all the province’s working people to 
support the idea of a shared workplace 
and a shared future for all. It’s a long 
overdue injection of class politics into 
the debate and Doherty confidently 
asserts that the trade union movement 
is “the unofficial opposition in 
Northern Ireland”. He raises his own 
eyebrows when he relates that the UUP 
(Ulster Unionist Party) “Tories” joined a 
recent protest over healthcare reforms. 
It’s no secret that migrant workers 
are employed throughout Northern 
Ireland’s hospitals. 

Doherty describes as a “white 
elephant” the question of the Island’s 
future as either one or two separate 
entities. ICTU views people as workers 
first and foremost. Many migrant 
workers are blissfully, and dangerously, 
ignorant of Ireland’s political and 
communal mazes. “Each workplace is 
different, each worker is an individual. 
Migrant workers come to live and 
work here with luggage, not baggage. 
We defend that right, their right, to work 
and live in peace as we do all workers.” 

Where then do migrant workers fit in 
the difficult and exacerbated dynamics 
between Catholic and _ Protestant, 
unionist and nationalist? It’s not a new 
question, neither is it one exclusively 
asked by obtrusive Englishmen in the 
back of a Belfast taxi. “Education and 
equality for ll,” says Doherty 
immediately. Having left school with 
little more than a certificate to say he'd 
finished, like several working class trade 
unionists we meet, Doherty is juggling 
work with studying for an MA in trade 
union leadership, devised by an 


organisation called Trademark. 
We disembark in west Belfast where 
some of Northern Ireland’s ideologues 


Mester 


Northern Ireland's migrant 
workers in numbers 


These figures and the three accompanying tables come from Unison (NI)’s 
report on Migrant Workers, Racism and the Recession, October 2009 


77% 


of all migrant workers 

felt they were likely to 

lose their jobs, based 
on their ethnicity 


80% 


of workers in private care 
sector felt they had been the 
__ victim of racist bullying, 
discrimination and humiliation 


54% 4% 
had been exposed have definite 


to racism in their plans to leave 
wor 
kplace Northern Ireland 


47% 


of migrant workers 
felt their friends/ 
colleagues’ jobs were 
under threat 


32% 


felt there was now a 
greater risk of 
physical, racist attack 


61% 


of (Unison) respondents 

were nurses, 34 of whom 

were female. 51% were 
from the Philippines. 


66% 


of migrant workers 
felt there has been an 
increase in race 
attitudes among the 
general public 


Table 1: Respondents background 


Are you a migrant worker 86% Yes 
10% No 
4% Don't know 
Gender background 26% Male 
74% Female 
Are you responsible for dependents? 26% Yes 
74% No 
Age breakdown 19% 20-30 
51% 31-40 
19% 41-50 
11% 50+ 


Table 2: Your ethnic origin? Table 3: Your job title? 


51% Asian 
(Filipino) 


28% White 61% Nurse 


European 


5% 
Other 
8% 
Black African/ 13% Indian 16% Care 18% Health 
Black other assistant Sector other 


and demigods articulate with grand 
colour and artistic merit their anger, 
hopes and aspirations, against the dour 
grey walls and Belfast skyline. Here the 
plight of the south Belfast Roma earlier 
this year has been captured in stark 
black and white beside a stunning 
ICTU-commissioned mural of the 
1907 Dockers and Carters strike: 
“Not As Catholics Or Protestants Not 
As Nationalists Or Unionists But As 
Belfast Workers Standing Together”. 

In another time, the offices of an 
organisation such as Trademark would 
surely have been chokingly smoke filled 
and full of chaotic anger as trade 
unionists bounce each other off the 
walls. The closest we get to it is a round 
table where coffee mugs seem to have 
been glued down for posterity. Joe Law, 
Steve Nolan and Mel Corry of 
Trademark immediately gravitate 
towards an International Brigades 
flaz for their team photograph. 
Their organisation is entrusted by 
ICTU with providing trade union and 
antiracist training across the com- 
munity and province. “To everyone”, 
emphasises Law. “It doesn’t matter if 
you have a kid in a Rangers (Protestant) 
or Celtic (Catholic) shirt. Indeed, if I 
were to take a ride with both of them 
they'd pretty soon come to a mutual 
understanding about whom _ they 
perceive to be their mutual enemy, and 
theyd very soon be having a very happy 
dialogue between them about ‘Pakis’ or 
whoever else they believe have slighted 
them.” But before panic erupts about the 
BNP solving Northern  Ireland’s 
sectarian problems, Nolan, whose 
upbringing in England is reflected in his 
accent, reaffirms that the BNP is not the 
sole voice of racism in Northern Ireland. 
“Indeed, to be honest, I think they have a 
very limited appeal among Protestants. 

“Migrant workers are the key issue 
in getting people to think and act 
with basic humanity and dignity and 
class politics over identity politics. 
My parents went to England but came 
back here after 30 years and have lived 
like many people, as migrants in other 
countries. Racism wont bind com- 
munities here because it can only dig so 
deep and so far before it hits a nerve.” 

The dynamic of modern Northern 
Ireland is described as nationalist gain 
and unionist loss. In a country that 
cannot raise its own taxes, the selling of 
a low wage economy over the heads of 
skilled workers and industrious people 
from previously secure communities, in 
a  de-industrialised and ostensibly 
service driven economy, began long 


before the Good Friday Agreement. 


A little bit of Polish history in a corner of Belfast 
Photo: Lucas Ludziejewski/WAPNET.PL 


Security of jobs at the large employers 
such as Shorts, the arms manufacturer, 
has dried up completely, a development 
described as “Margaret Thatcher's gift to 
working-class Protestants”. “Ask yourself 
this, how did Protestant boys end up 
second bottom to the Irish travelling 
community in terms of education and 
aspiration?” says Nolan. 

Asked for their views on the “white 
elephant”, Law, Nolan and Corry are 
unequivocal. “It’s more than likely that 
in any plebiscite held soon, the growth 
of the Catholic middle class would 
ensure a ‘no vote. 

“What has also happened here has 
been a_ re-emphasising of the 
Britishness of Northern Ireland for 
Protestants and Unionists. The British 
Army marched through Belfast recently 
for, as far as I’m aware, the first time 
since the Second World War. 

“The whole idea we have is that in 
holding the line here against racism and 
sectarianism, there was an acknowledg- 
ment that Irish nationalism had a part 
to play under the Good Friday 
Agreement. Soldiers marching through 
Belfast then becomes a concession to 
identity politics.” Nolan empathises that 
he appreciates this is a difficult 
proposition if he were to try and sell 


it under the class struggle package. 
“There are very few easy conversations 
you can have in Northern Ireland about 
Northern Ireland.” 

Protestant membership of trade 
unions is still equivalent to the size of 
the Protestant community though their 
overall engagement in the unions is 
noticeably less. Historically, trade union 
leaders in Northern Ireland were 
Protestant and Communist, but in 1968 
the Communist Party refused any 
longer to acknowledge the border with 
the Republic and its influence waned. 
Attempts to force the Northern Irish 
workforce into the TUC by the Ulster 
Workers’ Council strike in 1974 and the 
umbrella Loyalist Association of 
Workers (LAW) caused factionalising 
and sectarianism. As the UWC and 
LAW waned, there was a gradual 
disengagement from Irish trade 
unionism, though hardened and 
Protestant trade unionists do remain on 
the diminishing shop floors. 

ICTU does not keep records of the 
religion of its 240,000 members in 
Northern Ireland. Indeed a growing 
number of people in the province do not 
tick the “community representation” 
box on forms and others prefer the 
neutral description “Northern Irish”. 


All of Northern Ireland’s trade unions 
now employ migrant worker reps to 
overcome barriers of language and any 
traditional distrust of trade unions. 
Northern Ireland has the highest 
density of trade union membership of 
anywhere in the UK and Ireland in a 
population of just over 1.5 million. 

At the launch of the “A Shared 
Workplace” project, Trademark facilitates 
workshops with a cross section of trade 
unionists and community workers from 
both the dominant communities, 
injecting the idea of class struggle over 
the armed struggle in tacking racism and 
sectarianism. During feedback sessions 
a number of people raise the issue of 
their shared past and whether and 
how to express it. Job not so much done 
as in hand. 

Naomi Long, the Lord Mayor of 
Belfast, reads from the trade union 
hymn sheet in imploring migrant 
workers to join a trade union, while 
Peter Bunting, Assistant General 
Secretary of ICTU, speaks of “the 
most marginalised of our workforce”. 
Against a backdrop of stories of 
dehumanising discrimination and 
disregard for workers’ rights, Kasia 
Garbal points to a recent report by the 
Northern Ireland Council for Ethnic 


Micsteriaen 


Impact of the 
economic downturn 
on the Polish 
community 


Unemployment rate in Northern 
Ireland 6.7% in the April-June 
2009 quarter, up from 4.2% in 
the same period in 2008. Migrant 
worker numbers peaked in 2005. 

One in four respondents say 
they have been victimised 
because of their country of 
origin, colour or religion. One in 
eight have been intimated in 
their own home and 15% by 
people in their own 
neighbourhood. 

People chose to move to 
Northern Ireland for economic 
reasons. Half the respondents 
intend to settle in Northern 
Ireland. 

Northern Ireland’s Workers’ 
Registration Scheme frustrated 
eligible migrant workers from 
claiming benefits to which they 
were entitled. 

Source: NICEM 2009 


Minorities (NICEM) into the 
economic downturn, which states that 
the 50,000-strong Polish community 
and the other A8 communities have 
been disproportionately hit the hardest, 
even in the “3D jobs” — the dirty, the 
dangerous and the difficult. 

“We are not offering positive 
discrimination, we are offering trade 
union membership and its protection to 
all workers,” Bunting concludes. 
Bunting, lovingly referred to as “Father 
Tediaumbyos his 


ICTU Assistant 
General 
Secretary 
Peter Bunting 
photo: 

John O'Farrell 


Neither East Brigade, nor West Belfast Brigade, but the International Brigades 


Photo: Matthew Collins 


colleagues, is conscious of the 
disengagement by some Protestants 
from taking leading roles in forging a 
progressive change. “I’m constantly 
asking people to not forget about the 
Prod,” he tells me. “They do have 
tremendous, progressive leadership in 
the community, which also happens to 
be unionist.” We are, of course, talking 
about the legacy of the former loyalist 
politician David Ervine, who rallied 
against what he called “big house 
unionism” representing the interests of 
working class Protestants. In the bar 
favoured by Belfast trade unionists, a 
montage of photographs of three of 
Ulster’s most famous pipe smokers, plus 
their pipes, adorns the walls. They are 
Ervine, Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams and the “godfather” of the 
modern-day Protestant paramilitaries 
of the UVF, Gusty Spence, in 
memoriam of Ervine’s contribution to 
peace and progressive unionism. 
Bunting has ensured that Ervine’s 
party, the relatively small Progressive 
Unionist Party, has a presence at every 
Belfast May Day parade. “This 
engagement is key,” enthuses Bunting, 
“they have a class analysis, we need that 
analysis. If this engagement comes 
through the auspices of the trade union 
movement, then I think everyone in 
ICTU will be happy to accommodate 
it. There is no peace and 
equality without it.” 
Later that afternoon, 
Kasia drives me to 
Milltown cemetery. 
As it’s Armistice Day, 
the Polish community 
will lay flowers on the 


graves of Polish soldiers who fought the 
Nazis and found fame in both the RAF 
and the Irish regiments of the British 
Army. We are little more than a stone’s 
throw away from the Republican plots of 
generations of Irishmen and women who 
have fought and died for the cause of a 
United Ireland. “I came to Northern 
Ireland with little idea about trade 
unions and less of an idea about Irish 
history. But my daughter was born here 
and we like living here, and this is our 
home,” says Kasia. 

The Poles lay their flowers in a 
dignified and solemn silence, while a 
priest recites a prayer. A Belfast man, 
wearing a poppy and the blazer and 
beret of the defunct Ulster Defence 
Regiment, joins the Poles and salutes 
each grave. Doherty and I stand 
impassively at the back. Were this 
Liverpool or London, I wondered if 
Doherty himself would feel as 
compelled to wear a poppy as I did now? 

The young Poles shake hands and 
disperse, some wearing poppies, some 
not. We will see each other again later 
in the evening for a low-key celebration 
of Polish Independence Day, 11 
November. Watching them disperse 
into Belfast’s cauldron heading north, 
east, south and west across the city, 
I recall Corry’s words when I asked him 
how he saw the future of Northern 
Ireland when there is still work to be 
done dissecting the past. “People talk to 
others about our history, but we never 
talk to each other about it. The only 
thing we can all agree on is the year 
1921”, the year of partition. Perhaps for 
Northern Ireland, sharing the future 
will lead to a satisfactory past. ~ 


A place in the sun 
By Gerry Gable 


JIM DOWSON (pictured), Ulster loyalist, militant anti- 
abortionist and the man who bought the British 
National Party, has been at the centre of allegations 
from within and outside the party about his 
property dealings. 

Nearly two years ago Searchlight revealed that a 
property acquired in the village of Estubeny, near the 
City of Valencia in Spain, was being hired out to the 
BNP as a managementtraining centre for party officers. 
At least two courses were organised there by Dowson’s 
Belfast-based fundraising and management training 
business, the Midas Consultancy, with which the BNP 
signed a three-year consultancy contract. 

Local people were surprised to see a bunch of British 
fascists wandering around their village instead of the 
mothers and babies they had been told were being 
sheltered there through Dowson’s charitable activities. 

Rumours abound that Dowson acquired the 
property with the help of his milch-cow, the supporters 
of his extremist anti-abortion UK  LifeLeague. 
The organisation, which is secretive about its finances, 
uses highly provocative tactics, such as publishing the 
home addresses of abortion clinic staff. 

It would not be the only time Dowson had not told 
the whole truth to donors. Last year the BNP claimed to 
have bought an advertising lorry, which it called the 
truth truck, after Dowson ran an appeal for the party to 
raise the £26,550 needed. 

The vehicle turned out to be the same “truth truck” 
that Dowson had bought two years earlier for the UK 
LifeLeague, after appealing for donations from 
supporters. A press release in April 2006 claimed 
Operation Truth Truck would “enable the pro-life 
message to reach the unreached across the towns and 
cities of Britain”. The UK LifeLeague and the BNP had 
milked their gullible supporters twice over for the same 
“truth truck’, which the BNP in fact leases from 
Adlorries.com Ltd, one of Dowson’s businesses. 

The Midas Consultancy boasts offices in London, 
Belfast, Dublin, Valencia, Budapest, Dubai, Atlanta and 
most recently Warsaw. It is now understood to be eying 
up Turkey for another mother and baby home scam. 

Our investigators are still looking for an ex-pat South 
African who has set himself up as a property developer 
in Anna, another village near Valencia, and is said have 
links with Dowson’s local dealings. 
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BNP links up with 
‘racist and 
sectarian magazine 


By Matthew Collins 


A HARDLINE ULSTER loyalist magazine described as 
“racist and sectarian” has begun carrying recruitment 
advertisements for the far-right British National Party in 
Northern Ireland. 

Warrior, a glossy but grossly illiterate magazine distributed 
in North Antrim and Londonderry in support of the Ulster 
Defence Association (UDA), has been accused of 
incitement to murder and disowned by the UDA’ political 
wing, the Ulster Political Research Group. 

First published in 2004, Warrior took a supposed satirical 
and (ill)informed look at the peace process and 
decommissioning, but it has gradually descended into little 
more than blatant sectarianism and has sometimes been an 
apologist for sectarian murder. 

The April edition carried two pages of adverts for the BNP 
including a membership coupon as well as one looking for 
members to join an Ulster Freedom Fighters (UFF) “re- 
enactment group”, where Roman Catholics were described as 
“welcome” to join and play the role of people “assassinated by 
the UFF”. The advertisement concludes, “an ability to cry, beg 
for mercy and scream some suitable papist prayer” are essential. 

The magazine also carried an attack on an unnamed 
loyalist paramilitary leader believed to be the UDA chief 
Jackie McDonald, referring to him as a “bloody eejit”. 

The July issue devoted three pages to praise for the 
European election victories of the BNP as well as gloating 
over the callous sectarian murder of Kevin McDaid, a 
Catholic community worker who was beaten to death for 
flying an Irish tricolour. 

The magazine finally came to the attention of the 
authorities for describing Anna Lo, the Belfast-born 
politician of Chinese ethnicity, as “our very own pet ethnic 
minority”, as well as using other unsavoury words and 
allegations. The Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) 


is investigating. 


BRITISH JOBS FOR 
BRITISH WORKERS 
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St Jean Catholic Church it is hard to 

now imagine the horrors that once 
took place. But here, on the evening of 
17 April 1994, thousands of Tutsi men, 
women and children huddled together in 
the hope of seeking refuge. 

The country around them was literally 
alight, as gangs of armed Hutus hunted 
down and killed their onetime Tutsi 
neighbours. Nowhere was this more so than 
in Kibuye, a town in the west of Rwanda, not 
too far from the Congolese border. 

On the morning of 18 April the attack 
began. Hand grenades were thrown 
through the church windows, exploding 
inside. Panic erupted but there was 
nowhere to run. Anyone who ventured 
outside the church was killed instantly. 

The doors eventually opened and in 
came the Interahamwe, the militias who 
were behind the worst of the genocide 
killings. Armed with clubs, machetes 
and knives, they picked their way through 


S itting inside the simple but decorative 


the bodies making sure that everyone 
was killed. 

Over 11,400 people were to perish in just 
two days. A few hundred metres away 
another 10,000 Tutsis were rounded up 
and murdered in a local football stadium. 
Across the town and the surrounding area 
over 59,000 were killed, almost 80% of all 
Tutsis who once lived there. 

For years the church lay ruined, scarred 
with the horrific events of those April days. 
But unlike at so many other memorial sites 
across Rwanda, the relatives of those who 
died decided to remember the fallen in a 
positive but dignified way. They paid for 
stained glass windows to replace the 
empty holes through which the grenades 
were thrown. 

Today the church is back in use and the 
glorious kaleidoscope of colours generated 
by the new windows is a reminder both of 
the depths to which human nature can 
plummet and of the dignity that humanity 
can realise. ~~ 


A victorious climbdown 


The BNP party faithful gathered in Wigan to witness Nick Griffin’s historic capitulation 
to the Equalities and Human Rights Commission, reports David Williams 


ere was tight security on the 
door of the Legends Bar in 
Hindley Green on the edge of 
Wigan. The British National 
Party chose the town for its annual 
conference this year after its usual 
Blackpool venue, the New Kimberley 
hotel, had its entertainments and 
alcohol licence revoked by the council 
for posing a risk to public safety 
and failing to comply with health and 
safety notices. 

The conference was dominated by the 
party's defeat by the Equalities and 
Human Rights Commission on 
15 October, when Griffin was forced to 
agree to use “all reasonable endeavours” 
to change its constitution to allow non- 
white members, a principle that 
delegates were expected to “debate”. 

Those who hoped that the members 
might defy Griffin and refuse to accept 
his concession to the EHRC made at 
the London County Court were to be 
disappointed. The conference was not 
closed only to journalists but also to the 
party’s ordinary members. Only those 
who met the strict qualifying conditions 
to be voting members could take part. 
These are members who have two years’ 
continuous membership, have recently 
attended party training events, are 
“recognised activists” and have made a 
“financial contribution” to the party. 

In short only true believers were 
admitted to the conference — those 
activists sufficiently indoctrinated with 
BNP ideology who could be trusted to 
understand what was at stake and thus 
to do Griffin's bidding. 

Unsurprisingly, after what Simon 
Darby, the BNP’s deputy leader, 
described as a “sensible and rational 
debate”, they voted “overwhelmingly” to 
amend the constitution to bring it into 
line with the provisions of the Equality 
Bill, which is currently going through 
Parliament. Ordinary members will be 
given the opportunity to rubber stamp 
this decision at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting to be held “before the 
end of this year or early January”, 
according to Darby, when the amended 
constitution will be presented. 


The BNP believes its agreement to 
amend its constitution has given it a 
major propaganda victory that will 
insulate the party from charges of 
racism. Speaking to the press after the 
conference Griffin said: “to have 
members of loyal assimilated minorities 
in this country involved in the party as 
well I’m sure will actually help”. 

Martin Wingfield, Griffin's 
constituency communications and 
campaigns officer, was a little “off- 
message” when he confessed that the 
motion to allow non-white membership 
was passed not because of any 
principled opposition to racism but 
because “everyone accepted that there 
was no other alternative”. Even the 
veteran hardliner Richard Edmonds 
appears to have endorsed the decision. 
John Tyndall, the party’s founder, would 
be turning in his grave. 

One cannot discount the possibility 
that a few naive fools might be gullible 
enough to take Griffin at his word over 
non-white membership. No doubt any 
who join — and the name of Rajinder 
Singh, who has long supported the 
BNP and has advocated the genocide of 
the 100 million Muslims in India, has 
been touted already — will be paraded 
before the media as proof of the party’s 
supposedly “anti-racist” credentials. 


Even so, such a pathetic charade will 


not change what is at heart a 
fundamentally racist political party. 

If further proof were needed that 
the leopard had not changed its spots, 
one need look no further than the 
BNP website. News of the impending 
constitutional change appeared along- 
side video footage of BNP members 
stalking furtively up and down 
Wembley High Street videoing 
non-whites and describing the scene 
as “horrific”. 

Darby was perplexed not only by the 
hostile report of the BNP conference on 
Sky News, but also by BBC’s failure to 
publicise the event sufficiently. The fact 
that the BNP had banned the media 
from attending, so there was no story to 
cover, does not seem to have occurred 
to him. He was not unduly perturbed, 
however. BNPtv apparently broadcast 
Griffin's conference speech live to 
“millions”, though no one seems to have 
noticed that either. 

Despite its best efforts the BNP 
remains on the fringes, not only of 
Wigan but of British political life 
in general, something that Griffin 
hopes to overcome through his 
announcement at the conference that 
he was standing in Barking at the 
general election next year. ~= 


BNP loses deposit in 
Glasgow by-election 


THE BNP EXPECTED great things 
from the Glasgow North East by-election. 
The party believed that the constituency, 
which is among the poorest in the country and 
has a high number of asylum seekers, offered a 
great opportunity. 

The BNP put forward Bill Baillie (pictured), 
a Glaswegian electrician who said he would go 
to his grave wanting his party to remain whites 
only. He even appeared to believe newspaper 
headlines warning that the BNP could finish 
third and save its deposit. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, visited the 
constituency for a photo-shoot in the guise of 
campaigning, expecting to be welcomed with 
open arms. Instead he was pelted with eggs 
(again) while entering a local radio station for 
an interview. A BNP member who turned up 
to support Griffin armed with a homemade 
swastika placard was arrested, as were two anti- 
fascist protesters. 

Humiliated Griffin petulantly refused to go 
to Springburn shopping centre where 
journalists were waiting with Baillie, who 
repeatedly assured them that Griffin was 
coming, honestly. Occasionally passers-by 
would stop for a chat. “I used to shoot people 
like you,” James Murray, an 82-year-old war 
veteran, cheerfully told Baillie. 

After two hours Baillie was forced to 
concede that Griffin was not coming. 
“The saviour of the white race had bottled it,” 
reported The Scotsman. 

Griffin was not the only no-show. The BNP 
vote also failed to appear. Baillie finished 
fourth and lost his deposit, polling 4.92%, 
little more than the 3.2% Scott MacLean, 
the former BNP deputy chairman, had 
managed in 2005. 


Griffin refused entry 
to Sellafield 


THE BNP LEADER has 
been barred from visiting the 
Sellafield nuclear _ processing 
facility, which lies in his North 
West constituency. Nick Griffin 
MEP, who favours nuclear power 
and is against wind farms, sits on 
the European  Parliament’s 
environmental committee and 
asked for a tour of Sellafield in 
this capacity. 

Although Sellafield’s managers 
offered to meet him off site, they said an on site visit by Griffin would 
cause “an unnecessary distraction, with potential for this to have a 
detrimental effect on safety”. 


Liverpool fascist’s photos on Redwatch 
THE BNP’S ELECTION agent in a Knowsley council by-election was 


seen taking photographs of anti-fascist activists and journalists, which 
were uploaded onto a Merseyside BNP blog together with an opponent’s 
partial address. 

Andrew Tierney took the pictures at a pre-trial hearing of his 
brother Peter Tierney, a BNP “super activist” currently awaiting trial 
for an alleged assault on an anti-fascist activist in Liverpool town 
centre in 2008. 

The photos, full address and further details of the individual later 
appeared on Redwatch, the online hit list run by Kevin Watmough, a 
Yorkshire nazi. The BNP leader, Nick Griffin, has proscribed Redwatch, 
though senior activists regularly contribute to it. Joe Owens, Griffin's 
former bodyguard and gangland thug, who appears to be back working 
with Liverpool BNP, has also contributed video footage and photographs 
to Redwatch. 


Question Time Sent 
THE DAY AFTER his 


appearance on Question 
Time Griffin threw his toys 
out of the pram, claiming 
that he had faced a “lynch 
mob’ and that his treatment 
on the show had been 
“unfair”. He vowed that he 
would complain. 

Like many things that 
Griffin says this proved 
untrue. Almost a month 
after the show The 
Guardian revealed that the BBC had not received any complaint 
from him. 

Embarrassed at being caught out, Griffin complained to the 
BBC the very next day. The letter, written by the BNP’s legal 
officer Lee Barnes and Paul Golding, the party’s “projects 
coordinator”, whined about Griffin’s apparent mistreatment before 
making a number of legal threats to the BBC’s director general 
Mark Thompson, which, they said, would be withdrawn if the 
BBC granted Griffin a second Question Time appearance during 
the general election campaign. As Searchlight went to press, the 
BBC’s response to this curious mix of self-pity and bullying 
was not known. 


(top to bottom) 
Eddy Morrison, 
Hank Webster 
showing off his 88 
tattoo, Joe Rhodes, 
Mark Atkinson, 
Norman Tomkinson, 
Steve Rowlands, 
Tom Linden 
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THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party's decision 
at its annual conference in Wigan last 
inelelalen) te) oy-\ontale: Weare etel= (caplen7] 
of restrictions on party membership 
based on ethnicity has already created 
(el fvclaler-)antelave) iuatsair-la) elaremil(cn er-lany 
membership. A number of BNP 
organisers are known to be unhappy 
with the party's direction. Some have 
gone so far as to defect to the much 
smaller National Front, promising to 
brifig their members with them. 

But there are serious doubts over 
whether the NF is in a position to 
challenge the BNP. Today's NF is the 
remnant of an organisation that in 
the 1970s threatened to become 
Britain's fourth party, though never won 
any elections. After a series of splits 
John Tyndall, the NF’s former leader, 
went on to form the BNP. The NF is 
where Nick Griffin, now leader of the 
BNP, started his political career at 
the age of 15 and honed his skills 
at political intrigue and manipulating 
and surviving internal dissent. 

Over the past 18 months the NF has 
experienced mutiny, upheaval and 
back biting. Under the ageing 
leadership of its Norfolk-based 
chairman Tom Holmes and his deputy 
Bernard Franklin, the NF ground to a 
near standstill. Membership was at an 
all. time low, the party newspaper, 
The Flame, appeared once in 15 months 
and the NF website waited similarly 
Kelate} sCe)am] ore l-ltacwm\V (0) fl an iitalammtare 
ranks could only be described as poor. 

Terry Blackham, the convicted 
guntunner who was the NF’s main 
act walked away from the party 
following differences regarding his 
personal life and accusations of 
financial irregularities. 

Rebellion was in the air. and the 
catalyst appeared to be the reemer- 
gence of Tony White, the convicted 
violent Leeds thug. 

NiValite: welenice! vie) iia) two — 
5 London NF activists, Dave Hill and Bob 
James, at Speaker r in central 
London on 31 August 200: 
frclanlcianleise alice edie 6) 
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an official steward for the NF at its — 


eBN P’svote “overwhelmingly” in favour ofa party-wide 
pleto join is creating waves in the ranks of the far right. 
nefit is the National Front. Simon Cressy investigates 


violence. It had been organised by 
POWER (Patriots of the White European 


elavelere)) (clant=anle)ecpl@se sie lare(-)vanar-lf@ 
to the Cenotaph. Average attendance 
at the march had dipped to around 50 
over the previous few years and ha 
reached a new low of 30 in 2007. 
However, in 2008 it suddenly rose 
iecialie)(e|ixeyr=|cel0 [are 3100) 

Although Holmes and Franklin le 


the march, it later emerged that the pair — 
had not wanted to stage the event at all 
that year. The NF had been marching to — 


the Cenotaph since 1969, missing only 
1986 following a punch-up at the 
meeting point between factions led 
by Griffin and Martin Wingfield, 
now Griffins communications and 
campaigns officer in his North West. 


_ Bradford in September, which fe 


"= \plefte)gantsiax@cey-1tt-]ayce|/e)(e)aa'-le loan 


Pacis<iay 


on allowing non-white 
ganisation hoping to 


ElgScle aise] mele\e \lelagiveleh aua= 
nken veteran Leeds fascist and 
der member of the BNP was 
ght in as the head of publicity and 


‘tasked with setting up a new and 


ioning website and establishing a 
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Holmes and Franklin. 
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as guest speaker the white supre 
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the NF directorate met 


European Parliamentary constituency, 

The “Young Turks” of Stuart 
Hollingdale, Hill and White were 
determined that whatever happened 
they would march to the Cenotaph. 
In pursuance of their aim the three 
men managed to gather together a 
whole menagerie of nazis, freaks and 
thugs from a variety of small extreme- 
right groups, including the British 
Freedom Fighters, British People's Party, 
POWER and the Racial Volunteer Force. 

Also noticeable was a small group 
from the BNP led by the South African 
Neil McAllister. 

Various websites declared that the 
Front was back. But their triumph 
was short-lived as the splits in the 
party deepened. 

The Young Turks launched a website 
Flarclol diate muatou (cr-(el<1ea)] of] ave hers iliaren (ef 


change. On it White declared that he — 


was. the NF organiser for Yorkshire. — 
He was being a little economical with 
the truth, however. Numerous .mes- 
sages on websites such as Stormfront, 


‘stating in his newsletter: 


alongside, the meeting and a new 
directorate was voted in. Franklin was 
unceremoniously dumped as deputy 
chairman, to be replaced by lan Edward, 
the former Hillingdon BNP organiser. 

Also brought into the directorate 
were Linden and Joe Rhodes, a 
former cocaine addict from Bradford. 
The veteran racist Norman Tomkinson 
stayed as the NF's national treasurer. 

Surprisingly Holmes was not removed 
and remains chairman, but all is not well 
as he has refused to accept the new 
leadership and there are moves to have 
him replaced by Edward. Holmes has 
issued his own NF newsletter in which 
he blamed Morrison for the mini revolt, 
labelling him “a known troublemaker 
rlalek-|(@e)are)|(e 

Holmes also refused to attend this 
year's Remembrance Sunday march, 
“| will not 
associate with the traitors who have 
their own agenda for the Party | had 
(el=telfecltcre Maa VAllicncey 
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activists were happy to see him back 
after his previous spell in the party, 
which had eventually got him 
imprisoned for handing out racist 
literature to school students. = 
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proscribed members list. 
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- familiar names joined the NE. Among — 


them was Nick Walsh, the former BNP 
organiser for Hull, who was drafted in as 
the NF's group development officer. 


Tom Linden, a former BNP organiser for 


Harrogate, is now the party's national 


7 Wreleaseler 


‘dramatically to little over 100, despite 


the NF claiming the presence of 
“hundreds” Steve Rowland from south 
London led the march with Hill. 
Biate(cia)-lare| pielele(s || 
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West Midlands. 
‘True to his word Holmes failed to — 
show, but one surprise on the day was 
the appearance of Mark Atkin : 
___ leader of the RVF, acting as a steward. 


The NF could potentially prosper 
from the BNP’s forced rule change. 


However the power feud within could © 
leave the na once again politically 
AE 


ese new Officers joined together=-m 


to make a concerted bid to remove & 


David Williams 


Perhaps feeling that Holocaust denial is 
a little passé these days, Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, has wholeheartedly 
embraced another sort of denial: 
climate change denial. Griffin believes 
climate change is “a lie”. It is based, he 
claims, “not on scientific agreement but 
on bullying, censorship and fraudulent 
statistics”. 

In a speech to the European 
Parliament last month, Griffin said: “It 
has nothing to do with science and 
everything do with a globalist common 
purpose to tax and control us, while 
making billions for corporations in the 
green-industrial complex”. It is no less 
than “the political project of the 
globalists to replace national democracy 
with New World Order global 
governance,” in Griffin's view. 

If all this sounds eerily familiar, it is 
because he used to employ the same 
language to describe “international 
Jewry”, which was also hell bent on 
establishing a “New World Order”. 
The target has changed but the song 
remains the same. Climate change, 
claims Griffin, is a “new theology, a 
secular religious hysteria’, which is 
being “used to impose an anti-human 
utopia as deadly as anything conceived 
by Stalin or Mao”. 

The implications of Griffin’s speech 
were outlined by BNP legal officer Lee 
Barnes who stated that climate change 
was a “con” and that the billions that 
would have been “wasted” on combating 
it must be spent on “imposing 
sustainable population level policies on 
over populated parts of the planet”. 
Naturally he wants a prohibition on all 
immigration to Britain, but he also 
demands a “policy of national 


conspiracy, says BI) 


agricultural and energy self sufficiency”. 
The BNP is always keen on British 
history, but forgets the bit about Britain 
being a great trading nation. 

Foreign aid would be linked to 
programmes of population reduction, 
because, says Barnes, “food aid feeds the 
useless breeders of the planet and 
immigration exploits their reproductive 
irresponsibility”. 

These nasty, delusional fantasises 
might be safely ignored were it not 
for the fact that as an MEP Griffin 
sits on the European Parliament’s 
Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety (ENVI) committee. In this 
capacity Griffin intends to attend the 
UN Climate Change summit in 
Copenhagen (COP15), at which 
delegates from 192 countries will 
attempt to establish a new global treaty 
to combat climate change, which poses 
a grave threat to the planet. Although 
Griffin's attendance as a “non-aligned” 
representative at the conference in 
December will make no impact 
whatsoever, he is no doubt intent on 
pushing his nonsensical flat earth 
theories to anyone credulous enough 
to listen. 

One environmental challenge with 
which Griffin has only belatedly 
grappled is the rain storms that swept 
Cumbria in November. The worst in 
living memory, the floods damaged 
hundreds of properties, imperilled the 
region’ infrastructure and led to the 
tragic death of police constable Bill 
Barker. It was “not the time for 
showboating or scoring political points,” 
remarked Martin Wingfield, Griffin’s 
communications and campaigns officer, 
before going on to do just that. 


Wingfield is the BNP’s prospective 
parliamentary candidate for 
Workington, which suffered some of 
the worst flooding. In an attempt to 
bolster his own standing and that of his 
boss, who was more occupied by his bid 
to become MP for Barking, Wingfield 
has been talking up Griffin's concern for 
the flood victims, while grabbing the 
chance to score anti-EU points. 

Griffins agenda was ___ neatly 
encapsulated in a written question 
in the European Parliament, in 
which he asked: “What emergency 
financial assistance, from the funds 
contributed to the EU by the British 
people, will the EU provide to the 


Nick Griffin 
pontificates on the 
climate change “con” 
in a European 
Parliament debate 


communities af 
Commission _ belie 
more important to 
infrastructure in the mem 
of the Mediterranean and Cen 
Europe, at nse of the 
UK taxpayer?” on 

He also claimed the government 
would be paying a fine of £300 million 
to the EU with “money raided from 
OUR flood defence scheme funds”, 
because it failed to make payments on 
time to British farmers due under the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). 
Griffin offers no proof for these 
assertions of course but then it’s all grist 
to his mill. ~= 
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BNP lies to 
incite hatred 


THE BRITISH National Party 
appears to be seeking out 
community centres that let 
rooms to Muslims and claiming 
that a mosque is to be built in 
the area. 


In the latest example, Mike 
Ashburner (pictured), the BNP’s 
Furness and South Lakeland 
organiser, has put his name 
forward to fill a vacancy on 
Dalton town council, saying 
that one of the main problems 
he wants to tackle is “the 
Islamification of Dalton”. 

Ashburner from Barrow, who 
has no links with Dalton, 
claimed: “There are proposals 
to build a mosque in the area 
and they are currently looking 
for plots.” 

A spokesman for Cumbria 
County Council said: “Nothing is 
being built locally. The only 
thing that happens every Friday 
afternoon is one room in the 
Multicultural Centre in Barrow 
is used by Muslims as a prayer 
room. The rest of the week it’s 
used to teach English and a 
variety of other things.” 

This is typical of BNP 
outright lies aimed at stirring up 
hatred between communities. In 
Loughton, Essex, where three of 
the BNP’s four district councillors 
face election next May, the party 
lied that a local community 
centre was being turned into a 
mosque when all that happens is 
that a Muslim group uses it once 
a week for prayers. 

The Dalton town council by- 
election is on 10 December. 
It will be a straight fight between 
Guegie clei =) fere-|| asters) 
teacher for the Labour Party. 
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HOPE not hate supporters across the country distributed several hundred 
thousand Remembrance Sunday leaflets last month. Over 60 events were 
held, many hosted by new organisers who had been through our Organisers’ 
Academy. Here is a snapshot of some of those activities. 


BARKING AND DAGENHAM 
Just over 10,000 Remembrance 
Sunday leaflets were delivered door- 
to-door by 35 activists in Barking and 
Dagenham on one day. Since then 
groups from Unite and Thompsons 
have continued leafleting and several 
Labour councillors have taken batches 
for their wards. 


BURNLEY 

Almost 6,000 leaflets were distributed 
in the two Burnley wards where BNP 
councillors are up for election. This was the second 
HOPE not hate leaflet put out in these wards in 
recent months. Leaflets were also distributed 

in neighbouring Pendle, Ribble Valley and Preston. 


LEICESTER 
Over 50 students signed up to HOPE not hate at 
Leicester University’s freshers’ fair and many have 
already been out campaigning. The BNP poses little 
threat in Leicester so we have twinned up with 
nearby Coalville, where the BNP has a county 
councillor and is very active. 

We took a group out to campaign in 
Coalville recently where we joined local activists. 
We provided lunch for those who took part as a way 
of saying thank you. We are now planning to take a 
team to Nuneaton to help in the by-election there. 


WIGAN AND LEIGH 

A group of eight activists from Wigan and Leigh 
United delivered almost 3,000 leaflets in Leigh West, 
a ward that has not had a BNP candidate before but 
has witnessed a lot of recent BNP activity. 


WARRINGTON 

A new HOPE not hate group has been formed by 

young female Muslim activists and they have 

already organised one day of action and are now 

focussing on building strong community links. 

Local shopkeepers, church figures and the YMCA are 

just some of those who are now getting involved. 
Further activities are planned for December and a 

series of meetings will shortly be held to get other 

community groups involved. 


LIVERPOOL 

The newly launched Liverpool HOPE not 
hate group held a successful day of action 
in Huyton, close to where teenager 
Anthony Walker was killed and a hotspot 
for racism. 

The group has also been involved in 
distributing a localised leaflet for the 
Halewood South by-election in Knowsley 
and has launched a blog to keep activists 
informed and involved. More activities 
are planned for the coming months. 


BRISTOL 

There has been a rush of activity from the new 
Bristol HOPE not hate group which has involved 
dozens of students and local activists. A recent day 
of action saw an entire ward leafleted. 

The group is now looking to expand across the 
South West and to build stronger links with other 
HOPE not hate activists in the region so they can 
campaign regularly. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

The union sisters took charge in Wolverhampton 
outnumbering the brothers by two to one. In 
anticipation of possible by-elections, we leafleted 
the wards of two senior Wolverhampton 
Conservative councillors who have been charged 
with the possession of cocaine and are awaiting trial 
in the Crown Court. These were areas where the 
fascists have stood before or had leafleted recently. 
The Remembrance Day leaflets proved popular and 
we had to order more for local factories. 


REDBRIDGE 

HOPE not hate activists from the Redbridge and 
Epping Forest Together group distributed over 
3,000 Never Forget leaflets in Ilford shopping centre 
on Remembrance Sunday. Before that they had 
gathered at the memorial to Leon Greenman, the 
British Holocaust survivor, in a local park. After two 
minutes’ silence at 11am, Bob Archer, President of 
Redbridge National Union of Teachers, spoke about 
Leon’s life’s work of educating young people about 
the Holocaust, which he carried on right up to his 
death last year aged 97. 


International 


By Alfio Bernabei 


ITALIAN HOLOCAUST deniers are 
defying the law to get their views across 
to a new generation, helped by the 
historical revisionism so prevalent in the 
current political climate. By persistence, 
in the face of a weakening opposition in 
media circles, they seek recognition. 

Professor Antonio Caracciolo’s 
reported opinion that the Holocaust is 
“a legend” based on “official ‘truth’, not 
subjected to historical verification or 
counterbalance” made headlines last 
October. But within a couple of days, in 
Italy at least, it was all forgotten. 
The media returned to what they 
consider more important matters, 
which in recent times revolve around 
the bedroom of Silvio Berlusconi, the 
Italian Prime Minister. 

Caracciolo, 59, a member of 
Berlusconi's party, is using the same 
tactics that activists in other fields adopt 
to make headway. He counts on 
spreading his views not necessarily 
through conviction but through 
repetition, aimed at showing that 
progressive acceptance can be created 
where previously there was none. 

When the French Holocaust denier 
Robert Faurisson was invited to give a 
lecture in Teramo, southern Italy, 
in 2007, demonstrators forced him 
to retreat. The police had to intervene to 
whisk him safely back to his country 
(Searchlight, July 2007). 

A year later Professor Roberto Valvo, 
a tutor at the Ripetta Arts College 
in Rome, took over from Faurisson. 
After he stated that “Jews are not 
Italians” and the Holocaust is “a bit of 
an invention”, the students mounted 
protests. He was suspended from his job 
for five and a half months. On returning 
to his post last September, he stood by 
his views saying that the students now 
loved him. The loss of pay during his 
suspension, he claimed, was like being 
the victim of a robbery. 

Now the even more extreme views of 
Caracciolo, gleaned from his blog, have 
been received with relative little fuss. 
He has retained his post as Philosophy 
of Rights tutor at one of Italy’s most 
ancient universities, La Sapienza, 


founded in 1303. Ironically, sapienza, 


(top) Holocaust denier Antonio Caracciolo 
(below) Nazi writer Louis-Ferdinand Céline 


means knowledge. 

Of course, the Rector of the university 
made some noise at first, demanding an 
explanation and inviting the professor 
to visit Dachau. Caracciolo responded 
by saying that he had already been 
there. He had found the place a little 
less interesting than small towns in 
Calabria, a deprived region in southern 
Italy. Provocative and chilling at the 
same time, this comment seems to have 
elicited no further response. The Rector 
might have concluded that sacking 
Caracciolo would turn him into a 
martyr for the cause of “free speech”. 
But the outcome can only be described 
as deeply worrying. 

The Jewish community in Italy, 
which did much to get Faurisson kicked 
out of the country two years ago, seems 
to have become one of Caracciolo’s 
targets. “Racial laws are ‘things’ dating 
back 70 years and to be understood 
within that context of 70 years ago,” said 
Caracciolo. “Many Italians, the overall 


The insidious creep of Holocaust denial 


majority, have less than 70 years and 
almost no one has any direct memory of 
those years. Those who profit from this 
are the Jews in advanced age who have 
become some sort of national heroes. 
They are taken around to meetings and 
in schools to tell what they remember or 
think they can remember”. 

He went on to suggest that Italian 
Jews should be thankful for the likes of 
Erich Priebke, the SS officer stationed 
in Rome who was tried and condemned 
in Italy in 1998 for the Ardeatine 
massacre in which 335 antifascists were 
executed. “Let’s not talk of justice or of 
a just sentence”, Caracciolo reportedly 
said. “I don't see any justice. I can only 
see an act of revenge. 

“I wonder what the Roman Jews 
would be without Priebke. How could 
they live without nourishing themselves 
from someone else’s guilt, or, better, 
from the guilt they think the whole 
world feels towards them? It is upon 
this that they base their arrogance, their 
pretence to an endless moral and 
financial compensation.” 

Inevitably, Caracciolo has found new 
admirers. Coming out in support of his 
views that “the truth about the existence 
of gas chambers is highly doubtful and 
remains to be verified”, the Oladogma 
website, dedicated to the French writer 
Louis-Ferdinand Céline, a nazi 
sympathiser, hails his courage, pledges 
support, and has a _ contributor, 
WaA359, who states that “this is only 
the beginning”. 

More support can be found in the 
forum of sympathisers of Forza Nuova 
(FN), Roberto Fiore’s party. “Why are 
we forbidden to deal with the subject 
of the Holocash?” asks “Biomirko”. 
Fiore himself is of course far too busy to 
take any notice of this. After his recent 
meeting in Moscow with Vladimir 
Zhirinowski, the vice-chairman of the 
Duma and leader of the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Russia, during 
which “highly important _ political 
agreements” were reached, according to 


FN, a new meeting will take place in 
mid-December. Will Fiore bring 


Zhirinowski greetings from his pal in 
the UK, Nick Griffin? ~= 


enrieirl, 


~~. © Youth group champions antisemitic writer 


From Natasha Pankowska for Antifa-Net in Chisinau 


A MOLDOVAN YOUTH association has 
called for the antisemitic writer Paul 
Goma (pictured) to be given honorary 
citizenship of Chisinau, the Moldovan 
capital. The appeal by Hyde Park, 
which advocates “free speech” but 
takes a hardline pro-Romanian 
nationalist position, was launched to 
mark Goma’s 74th birthday in October. 

Goma, a well known dissident in the 
Ceausescu era, lives in exile in Paris. 
Some of his writings have been 
heavily criticised for their deeply 
antisemitic character and _ their 
distortions of the Holocaust. 

The Romanian scholar Alexandru 
Florian signed an open letter that 
described Goma as a hardline 
Holocaust denier, whose 
antisemitism has inspired the 
extreme-right Greater Romania 
Party and its leader Tudor | 
Vadim. Goma also goes in for 
strong anti-Israeli rhetoric. 

llia Mariash, the editor 
of the Jewish 
newspaper Evreiskoe 
mestechko (Jewish 
shtetl), and other “4 
members of the | 
Je Week stam 
community have 


hit out at the proposal to “bring Goma 
back home”. 

Hyde Park also wants the 
government to publish all Goma’'s 
essays and distribute his books to 
libraries “all over Romanian territory”. 
To do this would be a disgrace. 

In one of his essays, The Red Week: 
Bessarabia and Jews, Goma, who is not 
a historian, argues that the Jews of 
Bessarabia (now mostly in Moldova) 
and Bukovina (today part of western 
Ukraine and northern Romania) who 
were murdered during the Holocaust 
deserved their fate because they were 
communists and carried out atrocities 

__ against Romanians. According to 

— Goma, the entire Jewish 
3 population of the region was 
involved in committing anti- 
Romanian outrages. He even 
lists the names of the Jews 
who he claims were 
communists and 
responsible for 
anti-Romanian 

crimes, _ while 
minimising 
the number 
of Jewish 
pogrom 
victims. 


The alleged acts of aggression by 
Jews against Romanians described in 
Goma's books have been disproved 
and condemned by both Romanian 
and foreign historians as a distortion 
of the truth and an expression of 
antisemitism. 

Nevertheless, Goma has always 
been popular, both as an anti- 
Communist dissident and as a 
writer. Some years ago, he was 
given honorary citizenship of 
Timisoara in Romania, an act that 
drew strong protests from the 
Romanian Jewish community and 
the Israeli embassy. The distin- 
guished Holocaust scholar Radu 
loanid condemned the Timisoara 
city council’s award as a clear 
example of state antisemitism. 

The Red Week was distributed to 
Moldovan schools and libraries by 
right-wing extremist MPs until 
complaints from the Jewish com- 
munity resulted in further distribution 
being banned. Despite this, Hyde Park 
has enthusiastically promoted the 
book on its website, which is one of 
the most popular youth internet 
resources in Moldova. Not surprisingly, 
Goma is an honorary member o 
Hyde Park. oa 


BNP allies hit by prosecutions 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS in Brussels 


After signing up to an alliance with 
Nick Griffin's British National Party, 
the Belgian National Front (FN) 
again finds itself knee deep in 
problems, with two prominent figures 
facing prosecution. 


she laenfirstoeias 
Charles Petitjean 
(left), who until 
earlier this year 
was an MP for the 
FN in Wallonia. 
He has been charged 
with sexually harass- 
ing his former 
» parliamentary 
“2 assistant. 


Petitjean apparently promised the 
part-time employee a full-time job in 
parliament if she responded to his 
advances. After details leaked to the 
media, the FN decided to kick him 
out and remove him from _ its 
candidates list. 

The second is Patrick Sessler, vice 
president of the “renewed FN”, who 
stated that the party was not scared 
to take responsibility when it came 
to matters such as the Petitjean 
affair, unlike other parties. Sessler’s 
prosecution arises from his alleged 
non-compliance with laws 
governing employees’ welfare and 
social security. 


These revelations provide ample 
scope for ridiculing the FN, which 
wants desperately to profile itself as 
the “clean” alternative to corrupt 
mainstream parties and as the voice of 
the silent moral majority. During the 
last election campaign in June, the FN 
even used an “anti corruption” slogan 
illustrated with a broom, a traditional 
Belgian fascist propaganda symbol. 

The charges against Petitjean and 
Sessler will be heard in Charleroi on 
18 November. The scandals have had 
dire consequences in the FN, with 
many members rapidly losing 
patience at the constant odour of 
crime and corruption. 


in bid to defeat the left 


From Janosz Malterik in Budapest 


AUTUMN IN HUNGARY in recent 
years has seldom passed without some 
kind of right-wing violence, but this 
year has so far been different. What has 
happened? Has Hungarian society 
reached inner peace or is it, as more and 
more people fear, the tense calm before 
a massive social explosion. 

In autumn 2006, rightwingers rioted 
in Budapest, storming and setting fire to 
the public television centre, and 
symbolically describing it as a “liberated 
zone”. Faced with the worst mob 
violence for decades, the police were 
unprepared and reacted somewhat 
disproportionately. 

However, in the version of events put 
out by the so-called “nationally- 
minded” and “patriots” — mainly 
members of the Hungarian Civic Union 
Fidesz, the Christian Democrats and 
the BNP’s friends in the far-right 
Jobbik — the police deployment is 
described as a deliberately brutal assault 
by an “illegitimate government” on “true 
revolutionary patriots”. 

These parties’ propaganda offensive is 
aimed primarily at the minority 
government, led by the Hungarian 
Socialist Party (MSZP) with the 
support of the liberal Free Democrats 
(SZDSZ). Their campaign over the 
2006 events is relentless. 

In December 2008, Zoltan Balog, a 
member of the Fidesz parliamentary 
group and president of the Committee 
for Human Rights, Minority and 
Religious Affairs, presented Valéria 
Kormos’s book Manhunt on Command 
in parliament. The book's central 
contention is that Ferenc Gyurcsdny, 
Hungary’s Socialist Prime Minister at 
the time, ordered the police crackdown. 

The rightwing agitation has led to 
demonstrations in which “symbols of 
the government’s treachery and oppres- 
sion’, such as the parliament and 
television buildings and the Soviet war 
memorial, are attacked. These places are 
now cordoned off on national holidays 
and during rightwing demonstrations. 
This move has resulted in the extremists 
claiming that civil liberties have been 
scrapped, that “the people” are “being 
banned from celebrating national 
holidays freely” and that Stalinist 
dictatorship has been restored. 


Former Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban, 
leader of Fidesz 


Claiming victim status is a favourite 
tactic of the former Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban, leader of Fidesz, the 
largest opposition party, who constantly 
calls the present government extremist. 
Similar distortion of facts is being used 
to resurrect and support hoary old 
antisemitic canards, now enjoying a 
revival in Hungary, about “Jewish 
communism” and “Jewish liberalism’. 
In this twisted view, the right draws a 
supposed historical continuity between 
the socialist government and the former 
“Jewish” Communist regime, whose 
“terror system’ was derived from 
“Jewish Bolshevism”. 

The right views western liberalism as 
another form of “Jewish infiltration” of 
the community and the state, for which 
social liberals — thus the government — 
are blamed and become convenient 
objects for antisemitic stereotyping. 
Top targets for this treatment are 
Gyurcsany and liberal intellectuals such 
as the writers Imre Kertész, Péter 
Esterhazy, Gyorgy Spird and Gyérgy 
Konrad, whom the racist media liken to 
rats that should be exterminated. 

One man who touts these ideas is 
Laszlé Balazs Piri, vice-president of the 
Committee for Historical Justice, 
who some years ago claimed that left- 
wing liberals have “special facial 
characteristics” and carry “the bacillus 
of dictatorship”. 

On 23 October, he told Hir TV, a 
news broadcaster politically close to 
Fidesz, that the “degenerate Soviet- 
created left” and “the communists” 
should “like the wildest weeds simply be 
killed off”. His words were echoed by a 
local politician who said the Hungarian 
parliament, “the synagogue at Kossuth 


Right-wing opposition stirs up hate 


Square”, should be “smoked out”. 

Such statements benefit most of all the 
fascist paramilitary Hungarian Guard, 
which now claims 3,000 members. 
This extremist strong-arm mob, though 
officially outlawed, is creating decen- 
tralised networks in preparation for 
“rebellion against the ‘Judeoregime’.” It is 
just “waiting for the order”. 

Regardless of the ban, the Guard’s 
elite “Order Division” went ahead, in 
mid-September, with a ceremony at 
which participants swore an oath 
“against gypsy crime”. And despite what 
the fascists call “international Jewish 
whining”, military instruction is 
continuing in the likewise decentralised 
training camps of the “Hungarian 
National Front”. 

Frighteningly wide sections of 
Hungarian society sympathise with 
these activities. All over Hungary, 
voslkisch prayer rituals for “the spiritual 
rescue of Magyardom” and “for the 
nation” are being held, invariably in the 
name of the “Holy Hungarian Crown”. 

These rituals mix elements of 
Christianity with ancient Magyar 
belief, with the aim of purging the 
“nation” of “the enemy within”. Such 
hysteria can easily turn into murderous 
violence in which people risk their 
own lives to carry out this ritual 
cleansing. Indeed it has already done 
so: Last year, eight Roma were brutally 
slain by racists. 

Fidesz is currently attracting 60% 
support in the polls and is likely to win 
next spring’s general election. But it will 
find it difficult to end the hate that its 
media supporters have helped become 
so deeply anchored in Hungarian 
society. ~= 


~-)) International 


NETHERLANDS 


Geert Wilders still grabbing headlines 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


“OUTRAGEOUS” “Absolutely — crazy”. 
“Terrible journalists” “Accomplices of Theo 
van Gogh's murderer” These are examples 
of the hyperbole that Geert Wilders, 
leader of the Freedom Party (PVV), always 
uses to express his views or to describe 
his political opponents. 

The most common words in_ his 
vocabulary - all with negative 
connotations — are, according to a study, 
banning, extradite, lock up, punish, stop, 
send back, rip, prosecute, abandon, fine, 
close, struck off, burn and force, all of 
which neatly sums up the PVV's policies. 

Usually Wilders does not speak to 
journalists but through them, by sending 
text messages, so avoiding debate and 
questions but guaranteeing him 
headlines and comment from politicians 
and opinion formers. This keeps his party 
in the news, despite an absence of 
significant policy proposals. 

Similarly in parliament, the PVV's 
barrages of questions to ministers 
usually end with the same question, 
whatever the topic: “Are you prepared 
to stop the Islamisation of our society? 
If not, why not?” 

The PVV's biggest batch of questions 
concerned the alleged cost of non- 
Western immigrants to Dutch society. 
Eberhard van der Laan, the Integration 
Minister, answered them in a letter of 
almost 30 pages with the message that 
the PVV's agenda is not ours. Wilders, 
reacted with his customary “outrage”, 
announcing an “investigation” into why 
his questions were not answered and 
setting up a website about the cost of 
immigration, which immediately filled up 
with the anti-Islam and anti-government 
venom of typical PVV supporters. 

The government's refusal to answer 
Wilders's endless questions fully marks an 
end to the “post 9/11” period, when 
a mass of statistics and investigations 
into migration and the multicultural 
society were published and discussed. 
The reason for the change is the rapid 
growth of the PVV, a party that stands for 
a total halt to immigration from Muslim 
countries, the denaturalisation of criminal 
Muslims, the removal of Muslims who do 
not follow up a strict “assimilation 
contract” and the deportation of Muslims 
who commit crimes or support Jihad or 


Islamic law. Van der Laan refused some 
months ago to sign a plan for the ethnic 
registration of problem youths, because 
he feared that the PVV, were it to gain 
power, would use such a law to extradite 
these youngsters. 

This year's parliamentary budget 
debate centred on the economic crisis. 
Every party normally presents its own 
budget and so did the PVV. After referring 
to the cost of asylum seekers, Wilders 
went on to fume about the imagined 
Islamisation of the Netherlands, 
demanding: “Let us reconquer our 
streets and make sure Holland looks like 
Holland again’. 

The PVV has apparently shifted leftwards 
in its economic policies. It opposes the 
proposed two-year raising of the pension 
age, the relaxation of the rules for sacking 
people and reductions in benefits and the 
minimum wage. At the same time, the PVV 
believes these costs have to be covered by 
cutting such ‘“leftwing hobbies” as 
development aid, investment in deprived 
neighbourhoods, environmental issues 
and immigrants. 

For a parliamentarian from a small 
party, Wilders travels abroad a_ lot. 
His main purpose is to promote himself as 
a defender of free speech and crusader 
against Islam. And, of course, to raise 
funds for his party, which is not subsidised 
because it has no members. 

Wilders's favoured destinations are the 
United States and Israel, but at the end of 


October he was booed off during a 
speech at the Temple University in 
Philadelphia, where David Horowitz, the 
conservative, former ultra-left activist, 
had invited him to show his anti-lslam 
video, Fitna. 

The word “demonising’ has become 
popular in public debate again. This was a 
standard term used by the late populist 
Pim Fortuyn ~=whenever __ political 
opponents and journalists labelled him 
“extreme right’. 

More recently, an alleged conclusion 
from a report on radicalisation by three 
academics, prepared for the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, has triggered an exchange 
of insults and dominated the national 
media for days. The report describes 
Wilders's one-man outfit as an extreme- 
right party that mobilises Islamophobia 
and hatred of the system, thereby 
undermining social cohesion and 
democracy. 

When the film maker Theo van Gogh 
was murdered five years ago, Wilders 
reacted furiously and called two political 
opponents, who dared to agree with the 


label “extreme right-wing’, “political 
accomplices of Mohamed Bouyeri’, van 
Gogh's killer. In fact, the as yet 


unpublished report does not itself state 
that the PVV undermines democracy but 
merely quotes from a report by the 
Anne Frank Foundation in December 
2008, which describes the PVV as 
extreme-right. il 


Students at Temple 
University in Philadelphia 
__ protest against Wilders 


Far-right activists 
arrested for murder of lawyer 


and journalist 


Ulyana Bobrova reports from Moscow 


STATE PROSECUTORS in Moscow 
announced on 4 November the arrest of 
two far-right activists for the murders in 
January of the human rights lawyer 
Stanislav Markelov and the radical 
journalist Anastasia Baburova. Both were 
gunned down in broad daylight in central 
Moscow. Markelov was shot in the back 
of the head and Baburova was hit while 
trying to disarm the assassin. 

The two alleged killers were named as 
Eugenia Khasis and Nikita Tikhonov. 
Khasis, 24, appears to have no previous 
convictions, but Tikhonov, 29, a nazi 
activist belonging to United Brigade 88 
and well connected to the fascist Russkij 
Obraz (Russian Image), was already 
wanted in connection with the murder 
of the  anti-fascist campaigner 
Alexander Ryukhin in 2007. 

According to the daily Kommersant, 
the two worked together. 
Khasis is said to have 
tracked Markelov 
© and Baburova as 
they left Moscow’s 

independent 
press centre and 
Tikhonov mur- 
dered them using 
a pistol fitted 
with a silencer. 
Alexander 
Bortnikov, the 
head of the 
Russian security 


Murdered: human 

rights lawyer 
Stanislav Markelov 
Photo: Alexei 
Kouprianov 


service, the FSB, says Tikhonov has 
confessed but anti-fascist observers 
have expressed scepticism because little 
evidence has been presented. The police 
are still hunting a third person believed 
to have been involved in the killings. 

The announcement of the arrests 
came on the Day of Russian Unity, 
which replaced the celebration of the 
October Revolution of 1917 on 7 
November. The holiday has become a 
rallying point for right-wing extremists 
of all types, from religious groups to 
outright nazis, who use it to flaunt their 
“Russian identity”. 

The so-called “Russian March” 
usually attracts several thousand 
participants. This year proved no 
exception when a coalition of the 
Movement Against Illegal Immigration 
(DPNIJ), the nazi Slavic Union (SS), the 
Russian Allnational Federation and 
a few other groups led more than 
2,000 people — about a third of them of 
school age — through the Moscow 
suburb of Ljublino. 

The rally that followed was 
dominated by an atmosphere of crude 
xenophobia in which speakers claimed 
that Russians should have the right to 
their own government and that Russian 
nationality should be refused to 
foreigners in favour of ethnic Russians 
willing to return to the country. 

The concrete wilderness of Ljublino 
was chosen because of its massive 
commercial centre with a _ high 
number of foreign traders, particularly 
from China. However, the DPNI has 
failed in its attempts to form an alliance 
with a local community initiative, which 
has been protesting at the increased 
influx of foreign traders since the 
closure of Moscow’s biggest market in 
the summer. 

The bigger scandal of the day, even if 
it went largely unnoticed, was taking 
place in the city centre not far away 
from the Kremlin. There, Russkij 
Obraz somehow managed to obtain 


Arrested: Nikita Tikhonov and Eugenia Khasis 


permission not only for a demonstration 
but also for a concert featuring the 
notorious Russian nazi band Kolovrat. 
More than a thousand people turned 
out to hear the nazis play their first 
publicly announced gig in the city for 
over a decade. 

Their repertoire parades myths about 
a common fight of the “German Reich 
and the Slavs against the Freemason 
plague” and refers with approval to 
“The Turks sentenced to death by the 
German people in Solingen”. This is a 
reference to the nazi arson attack in 
Solingen in May 1993, in which five 
women were burned to death and seven 
people severely injured. 

Right-wing extremists _— staged 
marches in other major Russian cities 
too, except in Vladivostok where the 
authorities imposed a ban. 

Pro-Kremlin youth organisations 
also marched on 4 November. Around 
20,000 rallied to a call by the Nashi 
(Ours) organisation in Moscow and 
assembled behind a banner bearing the 
legend “Russian March” to show that 
the right was not having a monopoly on 
the day. 

For the same reason, an anti-fascist 
alliance mobilised 300 young people in 
Moscow under the slogan “Russians 
against fascism”. ~~ 


International = 


Fox put in charge of the henhouse 


Martin Jordan reports from Vienna for UNITED 


The hills are alive with the 
sound of nazis. Gottfried KUssel 
pays homage to the Waffen-SS 
on Ulrichsberg mountain 


AFTER THE FAR-RIGHT Freedom Party 
(FPO) came third in elections in Linz in 
September, its lead candidate, Detlef 
Wimmer, was given the newly created 
position of city “security councillor”. 
This was despite the fact that 
the armed forces had barred him 
from being an officer because of his 
nazi links. 

Wimmer, 25, who coveted the new 
post, was only able to get it with 
the agreement of Franz Dobusch, the 
mayor of Linz and chairman of Upper 
Austria's ruling Social Democrats. 
Dobusch claims his decision reflects 
the “will of the voters” and is a 
consequence of the FPO’s strong law 
and order campaign. Wimmer will 
head a 30-strong so-called “town 
guard”, which is supposed to make 
Linz a safer and more pleasant place. 

A former chairman of the youth 
wing of the FPO, the Ring 
Freiheitlicher Jugend (RFJ), in Upper 
Austria, Wimmer is now the FPO’s 
regional chairman. He is also a 
member of the German nationalist 
student fraternity Arminia Czernowitz. 
During his time in the army, he was 
rejected as officer material after the 
army's intelligence service warned 
about his “contacts to the right-wing 
extremist scene’, namely the nazi 
Alliance of Free Youth (BfJ). 

The BfJ is one of Austria’s most 
dangerous extreme-right ~—_ youth 
organisations. Besides carrying on the 
usual activities of such groups - 
ideological and political training and 
recruitment of activists, organisation 


of events and publications - the BfJ 
also has a more furtive agenda. 

Individual BfJ activists conduct so- 
called “anti-antifa’” work: gathering 
information and film on anti-fascist 
groups and individuals, penetrating 
anti-fascist web forums and websites 
and trying to infiltrate anti-fascist 
meetings to gain inside knowledge. 

The BfJ should not be dismissed as a 
stereotypical bunch of violent nazi 
thugs. It is definitely that, but it is also 
a well organised and disciplined group 
that follows a long-term strategy of 
creating “a new order”. 

Since its formation in 2003, the BfJ 
has been under constant observation 
by the Federal Office for the Protection 
of the Constitution and 
Counterterrorism, which has stated 
that the BfJ plays “a central role in the 
development of right-wing extremism 
in Austria. That office recently 
published information that confirms 
what anti-fascists have known for a 
long time, namely the considerable 
involvement of the RFJ in the extreme- 
right scene. 

Wimmer is not the only FPO activist 
with BfJ links. Stefan Haider, elected as 
deputy chairman of the RFJ in 2007 
and the RFJ regional chairman in 
Linz, is a BfJ activist. Andreas 
Retschitzegger, Haider’s deputy in 
Linz, is also a BfJ member. 

The authorities have also identified 
Ernst Kronegger, an FPO member and 
local councillor in Steinbach am 
Ziehberg (Upper Austria), as a BfJ 
supporter. His claim to fame is wearing 


a badge depicting a Viking-ship with 
SS-runes on its sails when attending 
extreme-right events. 

Thus, Wimmer’s behaviour is not 
untypical of the FPO, which likes to 
attract ideologically trained politicians 
from the RFJ. Of course the FPO is 
capable itself of showing where it 
stands, as demonstrated by a 
“hiking excursion with friends” that 
its Carinthian branch organised on 
20 September. 

That date was the occasion of a 
wreath-laying ceremony at the war 
memorial on the — Ulrichsberg 
mountain, an annual event at which 
Nazi veterans of the German Army and 
Waffen SS pay homage to the soldiers’ 
“sense of sacrifice” in both world wars 
and to the so-called Carinthian 
Defence War against Slovenian troops 
in the aftermath of the First World War. 

As Searchlight reported in October, 
this year’s ceremony was called off 
after a scandal over the executive 
director of the Ulrichsberg Association 
advertising Nazi relics for sale. 
Despite the cancellation, an illustrious 
crowd of inveterate nazis still turned 
up at  Ulrichsberg, under the 
patronage of the FPO, including 
the convicted nazis Gottfried Kussel 
and Hans-Jorg Schimanek Jr. 

The FPO also did well in state 
elections in Vorarlberg in September. 
Its leading candidate, Dieter Egger, 
received enthusiastic backing from 
the notorious nazi website Alpen- 
Donau.info and gained 25.2%, almost 
doubling the FPO’s 2004 result. 


Death of nazi 
lawyer will 
hurt NPD 


From Michael Klein for 
Antifa-Net in Berlin 


Nazi lawyer Jurgen Rieger 


THE DEATH OF the nazi lawyer 
Jirgen Rieger at the age of 63 on 29 
October is likely to cause serious 
financial damage to the National 
Democratic Party (NPD), in which he 
was a key figure. 

Jiirgen Hans Paul Rieger was born 
in Blexen in Lower Saxony in May 
1946. He entered the far right in his 
early twenties when he joined Aktion 
Oder-Neisse, which called for the 
return to Germany of Polish and Soviet 
territory, and the Bund Heimattreuer 
Jugend, which focused on indoctrina- 
ting children and youngsters with 
racist ideology. 

By1972, he was a leading activist in the 
Nordischer Ring, which promoted an 
openly racist world view in the tradition 
of National Socialism. He also headed 
the Society for Biological Anthropology, 
Eugenics and Behaviourism, which 
promoted eugenics. 

In 1975, he started practising as a 
lawyer and over the years defended 
a procession of violent nazi thugs, 
Holocaust liars such as Thies 
Christophersen, Ernst Ziindel and 
Horst Mahler, white noise musicians 
and leading nazi activists such as 
Michael Kithnen and Christian Worch. 
Rieger himself was convicted for 
inciting racism and for physically 
attacking political opponents. 

In 1989, Rieger became the leading 
protagonist of the so-called 
Artgemeinschaft, a sect-like group 
mixing racist, antisemitic and anti- 
Christian elements with a neo-pagan 
ideology. He also played a prominent 
role in the Viking Youth, often 
organising its annual meetings, until it 
was banned in 1998. 

Rieger was always a well-respected 


figure in the fractious German far right. 
In 2006, he finally entered the NPD, 
which by then was the most successful 
far-right group. A year later, he became 
head of the party’s branch in Hamburg 
and in May 2008 he was elected as one 
of the deputy heads of the NPD at 
national level. 

The fact that he was an open racist 
and fascist throughout his life won 
Rieger the admiration of many old 
Nazis, who left him bequests. Rieger 
allegedly made _ personal loans 
amounting to €500,000 (£450,000) to 
the NPD and bought land to extend the 
infrastructure of the far right. 

Rieger succeeded in reestablishing the 
annual march for Hitler’s deputy Rudolf 
Hess in Wunsiedel, Hess’s burial place, 
from 2001 to 2004, making it an 
international event attracting some 
5,000 fascists. The Hess march was later 
banned again in 2005 under a new 
“anti-sedition” law that prohibited 
gatherings that expressed “approval, 
glorification, or justification” of Hitler’s 
Nazi regime. 

Rieger challenged this law, but did 
not live to hear the high court’s ruling 
last month that the law was compatible 
with Germany’s constitution. The court 
set down a new precedent that 
enshrined a constitutional exception for 
limiting the expression of opinion that 
praises “National Socialism’s actual, 
historical period of violent and 
capricious rule”. 

In 1995, Rieger spent €1.6 million to 
buy land and several buildings near 
Mariestad in southern Sweden, partly 
funded by the European Commission, 
for ecological pig-breeding. He called 
on “pure-blooded Germans’ to settle on 
the estate to raise their children away 


from “unhealthy influences”. The effort 
ultimately failed, but the project marked 
closer cooperation with Swedish nazis. 

London is the location of another of 
Rieger’s projects, the Wilhelm Tietjen 
Stiftung fur Fertilisation Ltd. Named 
after an elderly former Nazi who died 
in 2002 and left his fortune to Rieger, 
the company has been the cover for 
the purchase of substantial buildings 
in Péssneck in Thiiringen and in 
Dérverden in Lower Saxony. Rieger 
was the company’s sole director and 
the Swedish far-right activist Ingemar 
Lext has acted as company secretary 
since 2004. 

Rieger died in hospital after suffering 
a stroke during a meeting of the 
NPD’s executive committee in Berlin 
on 24 October. He had just returned 
from a trip to Sweden. 

Although the fascists had hoped to 
get access to his cash and property, 
Rieger has left everything to his family 
who do not support the far right. 

The NPD leadership held a rally to 
commemorate him in Wunsiedel on 
14 November. Meanwhile, embittered 
fascists have stolen the documents of the 
Wilhelm Tietjen Stiftung and claim to 
possess papers giving them authority to 
handle the future of the Possneck and 
Dérverden properties. As a result of 
Rieger’s death, the local council in 
Possneck has sealed the building, causing 
the cancellation of a nationwide meeting 
of the party’s youth organisation. 

If Rieger’s family demands repayment 
of all money that Rieger lent the NPD, 
it will face immense financial problems. 
They will be magnified if a recent police 
investigation of party finances by the 
police in Nordrhein-Westfalen delivers 
proof of another case of fraud. ~= 


International 


Identity fascists launch ‘operation seduction’ 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


THE FASCIST Bloc Identitaire (BI) 
used its second Identity Convention to 
set the seal on its transformation into a 
political party. 

In an attempt to improve its image, 
the BI invited many journalists and 
carefully steered camera lenses away 
from its radical elements. 

The conference, in Orange on 17 
October, was organised by Fabrice 
Robert and Philippe Vardon, two of the 
BI’s leaders, but hosted by Jacques 
Bompard, the city’s mayor. Bompard 
now belongs to the Movement for 
France but was formerly prominent in 
Jean-Marie Le Pen’s National Front. 

While the Identitaires have tried to 
clean up their political language and 
polish their image, fundamentally 
nothing has changed. For several years, 
they have avoided divulging their true 
political positions, whether on the 
economy, social policy or international 
issues. This contrasts sharply with 
Radical Unity which, until it was 
banned, never tired of proudly asserting 
its adherence to the national 
revolutionary movement. 

The BI’s policies can be summed up 
as defence of the white man, hardline 
Islamophobia and a pseudo-defence of 
local tradition. Its main strength lies in 
its ability to communicate effectively 
using the internet, especially YouTube 
and Dailymotion, a video sharing 
service based in Paris. The BI benefits 
from the fact that several of its members 
work in the communications industry, 
one being Robert. 

As part of the BI’s pursuit of 
cosmetic respectability, Vardon, Robert 
and Richard Roudier, another BI 


Fabrice Robert and Philippe Vardon, part of the leadership of Bloc Identitaire 


leader, told journalists at the conference 
that they intended to break 
with “nationalism, anti-Zionism and 
antisemitism’. These unctuous 
declarations incurred opprobrium on 
the extreme right and prompted cynical 
laughter among anti-fascists, aware 
that these individuals have been 
militant flag bearers of nationalism, 
antisemitism and Holocaust denial for 
the past 15 years. 

Robert and Vardon are believed still 
to be attending fascist Rock against 
Communism concerts in France and 
Italy, using the name Nationaliste 
Révolutionnaire HardCore or under the 
auspices of the French section of Blood 
and Honour. 

It is also hard to accept the sincerity 
of Roudier, who has admitted on 
camera that he sells postcards in 
homage to the wartime Nazi 
collaborators Marshal Pétain 
and Drieu La Rochelle, via his 
own outfit, which also defends 
nazi prisoners and Holocaust 
deniers. 
So where is the BI going? 
It has created a Southern 
League in an obvious 
attempt to mimic the Northern League 


in Italy. This is no surprise because the 
Identitaires maintain links with some 
Italian fascist groups. Guillaume Luyt, 
a former BI leader, for example now 
lives in Rome, where he works as a 
parliamentary assistant to an extreme- 
right MP. 

Robert and Vardon may not have 
direct links with the Northern League, 
but they hope to surf on the popularity 
of the name to gain publicity with a 
view to reshaping the right. 

On the European level, the BI seems 
more isolated than previously and its 
links with the Belgian fascists of 
Nation, which go back to the 1990s, 
have broken down. 

Italian “third millennium’ fascists 
around the Casa Pound nazi squat and 
supporters of Gabriele Adinolfi, a 
fascist activist and ideologue linked to 
Roberto Fiore, the convicted terrorist 
friend of the BNP leader Nick Griffin, 
have distanced themselves from the 
Identitaires, firmly refusing to accept 
the BI’s involvement with those on the 
extreme right who hold pro-American 
and pro-Israel views. 

It is even rumoured that the BI will 
instead try to cement links with the 
Vlaams Belang in Belgium. <8) 
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North Africa 
RAF Hawker Hurricane Mark One Mk 1, V7524, TPS of 73 
Squadron, El Adem, Libya, February 1941. 


Normandy 
RAF Hawker Typhoon 18, JR371, TPR of 198 Squadron, 
Falaise Gap, Normandy, June 1944. 


eS 


Eastern Front 
Soviet Airforce Yakovlev Yak-7, the slogan in Russian reads 
‘From the Politodelets Collective Farm to the Defenders of Stalingrad.’ 


Pacific 
US Navy Vought F4U-1D Corsair, 152 Squadron VF-84, 
aboard USS Bunker Hill (CV-17), February 1945. 


The first Christmas of WWII was seventy years ago - a People’s War against Fascism, 
our shirts a tribute to those who joined this battle in North Africa, Stalingrad, 
Normandy and the Pacific. Their cause was hope, the enemy of Nazis then, and now. 


Christmas last posting dates: 


Rest of the World, 


Europe, United Kingdom. 


philosophyfootballecom 


sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


—<agj Searchlight 


The magazine of the HOPE not hate campaign 


Every month, for nearly 35 years, Searchlight has been 
exposing the far right in Britain and abroad. It carries out 
investigations, reports on fascist activity and highlights our 
own campaign. It is the first port of call for 
activists, academics and journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and learn about 
the HOPE not hate campaign around the 

country you should subscribe to Searchlight. 7 
In addition to the magazine, you will receive Goat a Box 
our Extra supplement - a periodic 12-page % s~ > 4 a a 
magazine that takes an in-depth Saeco ont <4 ; 


look at a particular issue. HOPE not hate 
Subscribing by standing order will 2S 


save you 20% on the cover price and 
we will also give you a copy of From : 

Cable Street to Oldham: 70 years of == 
community resistance against fascism. ~~~ 


Searchlight, the essential magazine 
for HOPE not hate organisers. — 


Subscribe to Searchlight December 2009 
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ali 


itting inside the simple but d 

St Jean Catholic Church it is h 

now imagine the horrors that 
took place. But here, on the eveni 
17 April 1994, thousands of Tutsi 
women and children huddled toge 
the hope of seeking refuge. 

The country around them was lite 
alight, as gangs of armed Hutus hu! 
down and killed their onetime Tutsi 
neighbours. Nowhere was this mor 
in Kibuye, a town in the west of Rwé 
too far from the Congolese border. 

On the morning of 18 April the a 
began. Hand grenades were throw 
through the church windows, expl 
inside. Panic erupted but there wa: 
nowhere to run. Anyone who vent 
outside the church was killed insta 

The doors eventually opened an 
came the Interahamwe, the militia 
were behind the worst of the genc 
killings. Armed with clubs, machet 
and knives, they picked their way t 


